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aay Lal 
The more the Quran and Sunnah have emphasised 
the value of human life, the higher is the degree of its 
violation nowadays. Murdering for petty reasons has 
become so common that human life is now not even 
afforded the respect that is given to the life of a fly or 
mosquito. Patriotism and _ factional § dissention 
regrettably lead even those who are deemed a§ religious 
into this heinous crime and some even commit this 
offence as a ‘service’ to the Deen. It seems that the 
verses and traditions of the Quran and Sunnah that 
have so strongly emphasised the sanctity of human life 
and that have pronounced unmatched warnings 
against its unjustified violation are not before them, or 
that due attention is not being paid to them. Hence, I 
desired to compile these verses and traditions in the 
present treatise. A Muslim -no matter how sinful- 
certainly has respect for the directives of the Quran and 
Sunnah at heart and thus, perhaps some servant of 
Allah will take a fresh look at his conduct by reading 
this treatise. Therefore, the fruit of this endeavour will, 
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Insha’allah, have been attained even if it encourages 
just one person to repent from this sin or from being 
involved in it in any way out of the fear of Allah. 

The verses of the Noble Quran that discuss the 
sanctity of human. life have been quoted in the 
beginning. Thereafter, forty Ahadith of the Holy Prophet 
ply ale <i! te, pertaining to the sacredness of human 
life have been narrated. This is followed by the sayings 
of the Holy Prophet -l-s «le a wl that provide guidance 
for the general Muslims when an oppressive ruler seizes 
control. The teachings of the Quran and Sunnah in the 
situation of civil strife between Muslims have been 
related thereafter. 

May Allah Tabarak wa Ta’ala make this treatise 
beneficial and may He Grant us the ability to practise 
upon His teachings and the teachings of His Noble 
Prophet -L-s ale ai} eo. Amin, Amin. 


(Hazrat Maulana Mufti} Muhammad Taqi Usmanii (el, , a alai>-) 
Darul Uloom Karachi 
4 Sha’baan 1430 A.H. 





Injuctions ofthe Quran and Sunnah regarding 


the sanctity of human life 


The teachings of the Quran and Sunnah are very 
clear regarding the serious sin of unjustly taking the life 
of a person: it is the gravest sin after polytheism. 

The Quran and Sunnah have not pronounced: as» 
severe admonitions for any other sin as they have for 
murder. The Quran says: 


ale ths Canby Yd we pige Shia es ip “Ue ay 
[Av : cist] figs ude di del ca, 
“Whoever kills a-believer deliberately, his reward is 
Jahannam (Hell) where he shall remain forever, and 
Allah shall: be angry with him and shall cast curse 
upon him, and He has prepared for him a mighty 
punishment.” 
The Quran mentions in another verse: 


fb che as IS TN faa pt gle GUS Jel E> 
Cott FASS atl ay ee oth SS OE oO gb od 
PS ay be Ue Oy Ott Le ite aly Che 
[rv : san] dog i p5hh 

“For this reason, We decreed for the children: of 
Isra‘il that whoever kills a person not in retaliation for a 
person killed, nor {as a punishment) for spreading 
disorder on the earth, is as if he has killed the whole of 


humankind, and whoever saves the life of a person is . 
as if he has saved the life of the whole of humankind. © 


Certainly, Our messengers have come to them with 
clear signs. Then, after all that, many of them are there 
to commit excesses on the earth.” 

Allah Ta‘ala has also mentioned: 


Bum 0 55 Ot Uy potty AKEj Sigal isle UST Cai ug up 
(Sas Sy ae pS OW At Oy Seat! 1 pis Uy Se ply oe 
Gipeni al le ed 5 hu teas OYE iby Ure US 
[re « V4: clad) 

“O you who believe, do not devour each other's 
property by false means, unless it is trade conducted 
with your mutual consent. Do not kill yourselves. 
Indeed, Allah ‘has been Very-Merciful to you.{29] 
Whoever does that out of aggression and injustice, We 
shall cast him into the Fire. This is an easy thing for 


Allah. [30]” 
“Do not kill yourselves,” here means that you 


should not commit suicide and it also means that you 
should not kill each other. The Imam of the Mufas- 
sireen, Allamah Tabari JW ail an ), Writes in the commen- 


tary of this verse: 
Uy Scamp fale Vy “pe Senil plats Vy" cejld for AM ga” 
al Ofld for farnd tely cys Garly 5yedy duely Ae pl easly 
OL} ALF SH gr Ui ary an ot pam GS (LY! 
ct git tty dy Jal ply (prt OS" 3) ands ad Up gia 
(Sal lo sb Fons O¢ of 2h pend) "agile a 
“The meaning of “Do not kill yourselves,” is that 


you should not kill each other as you are of one nation, 
with a single call and religion. Allah Ta’ala Has in this 
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way rendered all Muslims to be a part of each other 
and Has declared any person who kills a Muslim to be 
as if he has taken his own life. This is because, the 
murderer and murdered actually [ought to be] united 
against those who are opposed to their religion.” 

The Quran also mentions: 

tha ib glia “heh ay Spade Uy ain pie ohh Ct lds ug 
[rr st yi] Gy yat oo oh) Yah YO SU Uh oy 
“Do not kill any person, the life of whom is 
sanctified by Allah, except for a just reason. And 
whoever is killed unjustly, we have invested his heir 
with authority (of equal retaliation}, but he must not 
cross the limit in the matter of killing. Surely, he will be 
helped.” 

In another place, the Quran states whilst making 

mention of the pious servants of Allah: 
uy al o> a “ ni! oy lds Uy FT Gh alt we oe U pil 
as Glad Wastes wl Gh aud faa 3) Ose Uy Gay 
[4 VA: OU a] CUS a bai au 
“..and those who do not invoke any other god 
along with Allah, and do not kill a person whom Allah 
has given sanctity, except rightfully, nor do they forni- 
cate; and whoever does it, shall face the recompense of 
his sin, [68] the punishment will be doubled for him, 
and he will remain there disdained, for ever” (69}. 

In these two verses, not only has the killing of a 
Muslim been prohibited, taking any life that Allah 
Ta’ala Has declared as sacred has been forbidden. Thus, 
they include those non-Muslims with whom the Muslims 
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have entered into an agreement to grant protection to 
their life and property. 
Allah Ta’ala has specifically mentioned the Bani 
Israeel's killing each other when mentioning their other 


evil deeds: 

ip pSenll Spe Be Uy Sees OSs U Siu vel Sryp 
bt oils aie Bt ose Gah shal Se 
dois Ble ole Saath paste op oi a 0 Ah 
[Ao At : bad] 
“When We took a pledge from you: “You shall not 
shed the blood of one another, and you shall not drive 
one another out of your homes.” Then you agreed, 
being yourselves the witnesses. [84] Yet, here you are, 
killing one another, and driving a group of your’ own 
people out of their homes, supporting each other 

against them in sin and aggression ...[85]” 

Then Allah Ta’ala mentions whilst enumerating the 
major sins: 
eo g.e'g, 5% von, ~4 ober, ohh os. a Steg nee 

canis ag Ft UT Se SS ele wo pl iyi ip 
Iya Uy pbtlly Sj Cat Gilt iy es auyl ilies Uy Udy 
Csr iy a 65> ht it ls Uy hl iy Ge ab & Sport 
[10% : pial] 40 glans Shai a Ste SIS 
“Say (O Prophet to the infidels), “Come, and | shall 
recite what your Lord has prohibited for you: Do not 
associate anything with Him (as His partner); and be 
good to parents, and do not kill your children because 
of poverty—We will give provision to you, and to them 


11 


as well—and do not go near shameful acts, whether 





they are open or secret; and do not kill a person whom 
Allah has given sanctity, except rightfully. This He has 
enjoined upon you, so that you may understand.” 
The Noble Prophet pL-; «le an ue has also very empha- 
tically, warned the Ummah against such civil strife. 


Forty Ahadith Regarding Unjust Killing 


Hereunder are forty Ahadith of Rasulullah «Je a) lo 
ey in which he -l-s «le 4) Je has pronounced severe 
warnings against unjust killing and has urged the 
Muslims to refrain from this grave sin. 

(1) The extraordinary sermon that Rasulullah i le 
ale 3 «le delivered on the occasion of the farewell 
pilgrimage serves as an eternal guide for the Ummah. 
In this sermon, he placed the greatest emphasis upon 
forbidding the Muslims from shedding each other’s 
blood. Nabi ole je it _L- mentioned: 


el poi els” JU arly ant JU “pSipiy eSiles oy" 
O yids y Nia oS yg So Nie Fah J le Soy pS Sle 
copia, Ve yf US st gar FW) pSIasl 36 PALS —SX, 
OS ale ow gam Jel) itll tated alt at ja OU, Say 
UB PSI aoreey etl fo Ut SUE tune ye Gam op Sey! 
HL cele aerery pel! lob £ E61 Cade Clot dam oy 

(qld! jlo sb ca) Baiting CT OVC > etd! 


“Your blood, wealth and (according to Muhammad 
bin Seereen’s 4! «*, narration) dignity are just as 


12 

sacred for each other, as is this month in this city 
(Makkah) and on this day (Eidul Adh-ha). You will all 
meet your Lord and He will question you regarding 
your actions. Therefore, do not tum back as 
disbelievers or misguided ones, in that you strike off 
each others’ necks. Behold! Let those who are present 
convey this message to those who are absent, as it is 
possible that those who are conveyed this message 
preserve it more than the one who listened to it.” 
Thereafter, Nabi --y < 4! J» mentioned: “Behold! 
Have | conveyed the message?” 

The meaning of, “do not turn back as disbelievers 
or misguided ones, in that you strike off each others’ 
necks” is that killing each other is actually the practice 
of the disbelievers and the misguided. It may also mean 
that you should not justify killing each other by calling 
each other disbelievers or rendering each other as mis- 
guided. (Fathul Baari, The Book of Diyaat, v 12, pg 194). 

(2) Hazrat Anas «+ jw 4! 2, narrates that the 
Noble Prophet --; an! > mentioned: 


Cot) PS Ay ceili slt Gyles ntl Joy iy SY SH ST 
(AAVY cate “label op Sw it JJ ob oll GS es yas 


"The gravest of the major sins are: associating 
partners with Allah, killing a person, disobeying the 
parents and lying.” 

(3) Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood «+ JW al +) 
narrates that the Holy Prophet -l- «1+ ail Le mentioned: 


PS iby Syd ell ol" 
(Ve tt Code ott OS ws ybull are) 
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“To revile a Muslim is a sinful act and to fight to 
kill him is Kufr.” 
(4) Hazrat Abu-Hurayrah «+ jw a ws) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet -L-s «le aa st mentioned: 


Sods SU Ria bey 1) Spey F — Sti gl) aot pet” 
cell Ste JST) ght Wait phe al nit Jy ratty cay 
Coke ONW! oat Diy ie St oy Selly cust jst, 
(VY Cod> Oey! ws cote wr) 
“Abstain from the seven destructive traits.” 
Someone asked, “O, Messenger of Allah, what are those 
traits?” The Prophet -l-; «le a w replied, “Associating 
partners with Allah, practising magic, taking a life that 
Allah Has declared as sacred without justification, 
misappropriating the wealth of the orphan, consuming 
interest, retreating in battle and (falsely. Translator) 
accusing the naive and chaste Muslim women.” 
(5) Hazrat Abu Bakrah «s+ JW a ws» Narrates that 
the Holy Prophet -L-, «le «ill. mentioned: 


Spey aba “6S SS pilly Joti Lagedeny OlaLadt at 131" 
Marlo Jb le Lay e OF at JU tO pall Sy Ld pinta | at 
(PY Cade OLY OS as butt we) 





“When two Muslims come in front of each other 
with their swords, then both the one who kills and the 
one killed will be in the Fire of Hell.” Hazrat Abu 
Bakrah «+ jls a vy» mentions, ‘I said, “O, Messenger 
of Allah. The killer's (situation) is understandable, but 
why will the one killed go to the fire of Hell?” The 
Prophet pl-» «le ait wl replied, “He was bent on killing 
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his opponent.” 
In Sahih Muslim the following words of this Hadith 
have been narrated: 


wee Soe le lad CH cel le el fr Ott 13)" 

MN OST gl Ge) “et Wed arle Wal jb iy 
CYNE cyte dagen, OlebLall arty 1d) Oly det! biol, 
“When two Muslims take up arms against each 

other, they are on the edge of the Fire of Hell. Then 

when one kills the other, they both enter it.” 

(6) Hazrat Abdullah bin Umarlys Jw a) 2, 
narrates that the Holy Prophet -L-s «le | Le mentioned: 


Gere) “te bd es fle ad pw dnd bl Ie ” 
CVAVY Sade cobs! OES is la 


“Opportunity for forgiveness of a believer in 
matters of his Deen remains until he impermissibly 
sheds the blood of a person.” 

This means that the possibility of forgiveness after 
unjustly shedding the blood of a person becomes very 
slight. (Fathul Bari v12 pg188) , 

(7) Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar bys J ai yo, 
reports this Hadith as well: 

abt GES us ybul Gere) sla poll THe Yr yy” 
(VAVE Cade 

“One who picks up a weapon against us (Muslims) 
is not of us.” 

(8) Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar lige Jw ail eo) 
therefore mentions: 
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OL et ell tld gb ad Agi be FY Bly pl olbyy oy oy” 
CUATE Cade bt ET sled are) “ale pi 
“lImpermissibly shedding sacred blood is from 
among those dilemmas that one gets himself into 
without there being any way out.” 

In other words, after unjustly killing a person it is 
very difficult to be forgiven as this sin is related to the 
rights of people and such sins are not forgiven by 
repentance only until the wronged person is asked for 
forgiveness. In this situation, there is no way to ask 
forgiveness from the person who has been killed. 

- (9) Hazrat Abdullah bin Masud «+ jis 4) 2, states 
that the Holy Prophet -l-5 a ai! J» mentioned: 


Say WH Sy cally Ys add YO gts glee is pl po Jey” 
doled 5 yt avd bial, ls ey nasty unis OW 
(VAVA wad wb aS 5 ead! ww) 


“The blood of a Muslim -who testifies that there is 
none other worthy of worship besides Allah and that I 
am the Messenger of Allah is not Halal except in three 
situations: his life is taken in lieu of a life that he had 
taken; he commits adultery despite being married; he 
disaffiliates from the Muslim community by renouncing 
his Deen.” 
(10) Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas Wys Ji at Qo, 
Narrates that the Holy Prophet ah ye oo ep 
mentioned: 


dae pI Dd atey cpt Yo dale UW at St std sa" 
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SN ere) 49 Gertd GR ht iS ysl 02 ellae yoda! 
(VAAY Sade Wot OS 


“Allah Ta’ala detests three people the most: a 
person who engages in irreligiousness in the Haram; a 
person who desires to initiate a practice of Jahiliyyah in 
Islam; and one who is in pursuit of unjustly shedding 
the blood of a person.” 

(11) Hazrat Jundub bin Abdullah «+ Jiu a ws 
narrates that the Noble Prophet ale y ae Ss or de 
mentioned: 


Sade Btw 0d oe AS He Ue ony dee Jew ol ¢ that ps” 
cae cade Bh 5 BE ge Sy ISN OS geal are) 
(Vier 


“If a person is just able to not let a handful of blood 
that he shed of a person become an obstacle between 
him and Paradise, he should.” 

The meaning of this Hadith is that even a little bit 
of a person’s blood that one sheds will become an 
obstacle from him going into Paradise. Therefore, he 
should at least save himself from this impediment 
between him and entering into Paradise. 

(12) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr ge SW ato, 
narrates that the Holy Prophet ,l-y ale Jw a! lo 
mentioned: 


Ee 


he ory Sp at ae O gal gal Sy” 


(PAS sob PANY Code ANF OT ¢ Jed! 5) 
"The destruction of the entire world is less 
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significant than killing a Muslim in the eyes of Allah.” 
(13) Hazrat Ubadah bin Samites jw 4) 2 narrates 
that the Holy Prophet -L-) a i mentioned: 


al ey WHE Vy Ue ae it af cake ce pe J 
(AAS jlo 2b EVs Code rill SES 19 sI0 


“Whoever becomes pleased after killing a Muslim, 
Allah Ta’ala will neither Accept his repentance and nor 
any ransom.” (Another possible translation is, “Allah 
Ta’ala will neither Accept his optional worship and nor 
his obligatory worship.”) 

(14) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr iy+ JW a! 2, states: 


wheal Ue J pln y Hay AD gan olen y dole atl glo dit J pry al” 
Oakes bat padi silly | them pbicly take! & lle, bly 
Yt obi ly asay Sle -— Ghee n> al te phacl aj VD 
(PHS ya PAP Y Sake RM yt carte ol gin “pe 
“I saw the Messenger of Allah -L-y ale Jw an ole 
performing Tawaf of the Ka’bah and (addressing the 
Ka’bah) saying, “How pure you are, and how sweet is 
your fragrance! How great you are, and how great is 
your sacredness! By the Being in whose control is the 
soul of Muhammad (Le se a ww) , the sanctity of a 
believer, of his wealth, of his blood and of the fact that 
we should not think except good of him is even greater 
than your sanctity in the eyes of Allah.” 

Some experts have rendered one of ‘ie narrators of 
this Hadith to be Da’if, whilst Ibn Hioban (RA) has 
regarded the same narrator as Thiqah. (Misbahuz 
Zujajah 4/164) However, narrations of similar meaning 
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have beer narrated by Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbas, 
Hazrat Javir and Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar jl «i! wd 
+ through different chains of narrators. (Shu’abul 
Iman, Bayhaqi, Hadith 6706 and 4014, Mu’jamul Kabir, 
Tabrani. 10966, Mu'jam Awsat 5719, Majma’uz Zawaid 
vl pg255). The scholars have therefore regarded this 
Hadith as acceptable. (Faydhul Qadir v 5 pg 366) 

(15) Hazrat Ubadah bin Samit a Jw a we?) Narrates 
that the Noble Prophet pl-; «le <i! le mentioned: 


Jo gh WS pee Sl ye YE La pry opty Of I ne G53 JS” 
AMT GET iy I) wet) OU Shr yy pdt oly) “Manco Leo 
(Headed! 2851 sla VV VGA Cadmccpelell clea de > Ot 
“There can be hope that Allah Ta’ala may Forgive 


every sin on the Day of Judgement, except for a person 
who dies as a polytheist or who has killed a believer 
intentionally.” 
(16) Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbas Lye Sw at ,», 
narrates that on one occasion the Noble Prophet ail le 


— 3 4 mentioned: 
DAE Hy dal cial plane Lb gle Iyracr! oily clon! fal of” 
al gp elae pb areal Jie, Slr yy Ul phil oly) “WL Vy 
el AD OT sly St wet) del aay Uy oy! aily gl 
CVT eV Cad ccpalell cles de> 


“If the dwellers of the heaven and earth gather 
tugetiies to kill a single Muslim, Allah will Punish all of 
them without any [concern for. Translator] numbers 
and reckoning.” 
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(17) It has been narrated from Hazrat Abdullah bin 
Umar Lge Sle ai vy, that the Holy Prophet «+ al gue 
rL-; mentioned: 


tS puiy At Yd Jett abet fom ti St fee Wh ee 131° 
oe edit jt ef) qe Ji) Jy dawg)! J is! pelt oly) 
CVV et Cade pall cles de> ob carat 


“When a person goes to somebody and kills him, 
the one killed will be in Paradise and the killer will be 
in the Fire of Hell.” 

Imam Abu Dawud has narrated this Hadith with 
the following addition in the beginning: “Hazrat Abdur 
Rahman bin Samurah (RA) mentions that | was walking 
with Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar igs jle ot », holding 
his hand on a street of Madinah when we came across 
the severed head of a person suspended upon 
something. Upon seeing this, Hazrat Abdullah bin 
Umar uys Ju ail wv. mentioned, “The killer of this 
person is wretched,” and then he related the above 
Hadith. (Abu Dawud, The Book of Fitan, Hadith 4260) 

A person asked Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas 
regarding whether the repentance of one who has 
committed murder will be accepted or not. He remarked 
in astonishment, “What are you saying?” The person 
repeated the question to which Hazrat replied in the 
Same manner, and then he related the following Hadith: 


daly Vile J yell bY cl ply ele y ale i he pS Cae’ 
4 db ge bo artoyl a se Uy a Le as sary 
aU abt Sd GAS Mie lit Gd J pill Jd > ll 
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epene! Sher y Ser yy Sa gt Bt pal oty, yt Sta Cakey 
CVV OD meld clea dem ol Al OES 1 —atity BI eet) 

“1 heard your Nabi long ade di wl mentioning, “The 
person killed {in the world) will come whilst suspending 
his head in one hand with blood gushing from his veins, 
and dragging his killer by the throat with the other 
hand, until he brings him to the Throne (of Allah Ta’ala) 
where he will say to the Lord of the worlds, “He killed 
me.” Allah Ta’ala will address the killer and say, “Woe 
unto vou,” and then he will be taken to the fire of Hell.” 

(18) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah « JW a yw. Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet .L-y «Je ai! .L» mentioned: 


AT city Dt Qety yh pdl ol yy “peje gry Sele ym fruit Jolie 2" 
CV VY VY dm Opell eles dee ob pill 
“A killer is not a believer at the time of killing.” 

(19) Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas Lys Jiu at 2, 
narrates that the Holy Prophet l- ale a se mentioned: 
AE Sx Se MLM py clr AIT ory al > po GI oy” 

SIN alin Bh oy al Ae Ady cyl pall oly "GN AR) yo ST 
eo) www Jb) day tas! ey :JUy o> cn! ayy aclary 

CVYP YO — pel ples tee ob iad! OLS wil yp 
“Whoever takes part in shedding the blood of a 
person unlawfully, by even uttcring a single word, he 
will come on the Day of Qiyamah with the words, 


“Despondent from the mercy of Allah” written on his 
forehead.” 


(20) Hazrat Marthad bin Abdillah «se jie a) 
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narrates that the Holy Prophet ek ade ail is was asked 
regarding the ruling of a person who orders someone to 
kill somebody, upon which the Holy Prophet Sts ail oe 
el; aly ale mentioned: 


deem 9 6 PU yO gery das A Fe om nee su) a” 

aS y 4 phy Bre! py et ecg) Jie) Jey ani ayy 

ce bade I ed Ol ill OST idly St et) oe 

(VYYY. 

“If the Fire is divided into seventy parts then sixty 

nine will be for the one who ordered and one will be for 
the killer, and this will be sufficient for him.” 


(21) Hazrat Abu al-Darda «+ JW a 7» narrates 
that the Holy Prophet lay ale ail we mentioned: 


BD od Win fey si pdb ULM oy J pilly prey op" 
aly) “yl § CULES ee Legutsl de pd cle uy wy sl Jad 


ed A A OT ty I Qnty OU og lF Str yy Ul pial 
CVEPYY Code le bs 


“The killer and the one killed will be brought on the 
Day of Resurruction and the one killed will say, “O My 
Lord, ask him why he killed me.” The killer will say, “He 
(indicating towards a third person) ordered me.” Then 
both of them will be taken by their hands and thrown 
into the Fire.” 

(22) Hazrat lyadh Ansari «+ JW asl .» narrates that 
the Holy Prophet sie gy Aly ade GW ail > mentioned: 


CP MNS coy OSs dil as ES GI le LS at YY wy Y OF" 
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be 5 ely aed Cade UIT WU say Lg abt Ua! Jot UU 
LE Aa IT OI Opi pe See yy yp oly) “dented tue al iy 
We Gb OE OES ity Nt ant) ope oy tLe oy oP J 
(ee Cade alley ¢ yl ¢> @y% 
“The sentence, «! Y! <! Y, is much respected in the 
eyes of Allah Ta’ala and it enjoys an elevated status by 
Allah. It is a sentence which if a person says with 
sincerity, Allah Ta’ala will cause him to enter Jannah 
by virtue of it; and if a person says it untruthfully, it 
will render his blood sacred {in this world) and it will 
protect his wealth. Then when he meets Allah Ta’ala 

tomorrow, He will take account (of his falsehood).” 

(23) Hazrat Abu al-Darda «+ jw al ws". Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet pls «le Ref ws mentioned: 


bie bs Slsi 1 Lhe bs a JL UL izes ee py 
(EVV Sade pall Ob oylo ul ey) ah 
“A Muslim continues to head righteously without 
burden (on the road towards Jannah) until he gets 
involved in shedding sanctified blood. When he gets 
himself involved in shedding sanctified blood, he gets 
stuck ~ 
(24) Hazrat Anas «+ Jw 4! .», narrates that the 
Holy Prophet -L-s «le <i! J» mentioned: 
pS) dyer J clally Ob- by oop DU fat ol at Ul 
SPAAAY Cad> plat OES Sid ly JIS 5 J Steal! 
(he Jt dines po sb 
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“Allah has refused to accept the repentance of the 
killer of a believer.” 
(25) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «+ jw al wo; Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet -L-; Je i! 1. mentioned: 
at) olel OWT Oy aes gm an SM OW dss aol Ui Ul > 
(VVVO Cade> dLadty pit Ot gl» ars) uals 
“Whoever points towards his brother with a 
weapon, the angels curse him until he stops (pointing), 
even though he be his blood brother.” 
(26) Hazrat Abu Bakrah « Jl 4) .-. narrates that 
the Holy Prophet py Je JW ai i ~ mentioned: 
deeds gm wal ab! ISG JIB WH asl de gill os 15! 
ws idly Ji su go db Stadt 5S) A ai ce Np as 
AN 5 BS yl dees J stplt otyy) CPAAAN Cadm celal 
(3) yf dyalt pe Stly p ylall 225s »Suvved Gye 2c 
“When a Muslim picks up a weapon against his 
brother, the angels of Allah continue to curse him unul 


he moves the weapon away from him.” 
(27) Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood «+ G» = +; 


- 


narrates that the Holy Prophet -L-; le asl dv mentioned: 
SU Jt AST assert ow) “eM tll on a & Jyi” 
(VOY Cot> 
“The cases which will be decided first (on the Day 
of Resurrection) will be the cases of blood-shedding.” 
(28) Hazrat ‘Abdullah bin Umar Wy Jw al, 
narrates that the Holy Prophet whe gk a i» mentioned: 


Bal gle SB gh cggel gle Git le ok Wgee tl colt! dae peigit 
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Set op Nad Yd Gt tle (ee pl Su) 48 
(PH! 519 
“Hell has seven doors of which one is for those who 
unsheathe the sword against my Ummah.” 
(29) Hazrat Aisha t¢e Iw an wv; narrates that the 
Holy Prophet +s ak Jw as! wv mentioned: 
Oly) dad Carry Aad a5 uy cnolalt o do J! bas sul ae 
ae Via JU y sad pl JS OES aS tw db eS! 
2 TVVG Code cad oly ole 6 dy red bs le 
(Aqolalt SI 
“Whoever points a weapon towards any Muslim 
with the intention of killing him, (shedding) his (the 
person pointing) blood becomes permissible.” 53 
(30) Hazrat Uqbah bin Malik «+ | Jui a! 2, narrates 
that the Holy Prophet --: «le at - mentioned: 
5 pI Sa pies) tye SW Le fe JSF oll de yf ait or” 
(Aqolal! SII yo AO4Y Cat> «fell WAS 
“Allah Ta’ala has thrice declined my {i.e. request to 
forgive. Translator) the one who has killed a Muslim.” 
(31) Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari «+ Js <i! >, narrates 


Tot DALES hy AY Az) pAdll Gad gf dot ary og yllt Lat JU" 
pl hed ey ad LS dy eld ye tl Sy Bayt ghal op” cya tbe 
© Se ane pe rhc ab St sal gly aad oe aby Ol 4 o patel Jr 

por pl —aled) sal Of y ace anbay Of Lang! opi o IY oy! 059 
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that the Holy Prophet phe pede ain te mentioned: 


CUS a Lee a yl ful oe yh 09 por Cay pcb! mel 151" 
9 Ope OF Ahoy Sua oily ge o> wy Sif dS pid patel sont 
2S pdb ail pat Gl > a Sid Dptb patel ety. patel ef 
id pal go 4 Jit d Syd patel et y cap of dey 
g cil cat cD yid Jb ge a Sid sD yid patel age y cil oil 
AL Golad By) ole Edy ke are Cade Mie ctl 
AST eS reread de Sytetl) (are spool J 

(As YY Sade co gad 





“Iblees sends out his forces in the moming and 
says, “I will crown whoever misleads a Muslim today.” 

Then one (devil) of them comes and says, “I 
persisted with so and so until he disobeyed his father,” 
upon which Iblees says, “it is not unlikely that he will 
begin treating them well again.” 

Another (devil) says, “I persisted with so and so 
until he divorced his wife.” Iblees says, “It is not 
unlikely that he marries.” 

Another (devil) says, “I persisted with so and so 
until he committed Shirk (associating partners with 
Allah Ta’aala),” upon which Iblees says, “Yes, you (have 
done very good work.)” 

Then one (devil) says, “I persisted with so and so 
until he killed someone,” upon which Iblees says, “You 
(have done the best),” and he then crowns him.” 

Imam Abu Nu’aym (RA) has also narrated this 
Hadith in Hilyatul Awliya with the following addition at 
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the juncture of the devil who caused murder informing 
Iblees of his accomplishment: 

dF oUt Gee & Os pid GA! ad! eet dee opal” 

SS ge tteeny ats 02T oe ct br dn fal OW) glum J yi 

B92 ger ce Mlb 9S fp US Sy pd yu Joab be) 

bt pl Olyyy “pegele dlemrny aly gle aad cl yey 

(PLE op Jead dry J a! 
“He (Iblees) screams (out of happiness) so loudly 
that the Jinnaat (devils) gather around him and say, “O 
our master, what has made you so happy?” He says, 
“So and so (devil) told me that he persisted with a man 
from the children of Adam until he killed a person and 
thus entered the Fire of Hell.” He rewards this devil by 
bestowing such honour upon him the like of which he 
does not bestow upon anyone in his forces and then he 
calls for the crown which he places on his head and 
appoints him as their (the devils} leader.” 

(32) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr b4+ de al 
narrates that the Holy Prophet pl-y ak Jw a! J 
mentioned: 

JS gh ala pe JS gt pdt dS oe at de ptt cael oF" 
J rdens J al plot tgs) yal op! ge perm Glatt Jp 
dele by ji)" fret Gley ae al ge) yt al ae dee 
VIAN. Cude Uh ents dal pe dats Cpr odie! Jw 
(Wes Jt dees poi 

“The person who is the most rebellious towards 
Allah Ta’ala is he who kills someone in the Haram, or he 
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who kills one who has not (attempted) to kill him, or he 
who kills on the basis of the enmities of Jaahiliyyah.” 
(33) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «+ jl 4! ,>, narrates 
that the Holy Prophet aes ade int ws mentioned: 
J Se he rd Jy fey 3 a SN US Cd Se 
GF ph Wh glass Bylo one gt ae Bl ey gilt yl pe oh 
(AVIV Sado ae Sa ail go) dye yi ee badly 
“There are five things for which there is no 
compensation: associating partners with Allah Ta’ala; 
unjustly killing a person; looting a believer; fleeing 
away on the day of Jihad; and taking a false oath to 
usurp someone’s wealth unrightfully.” 

(34) Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr Wye Sw a) ,>, 
narrates that the Holy Prophet L-; ae ai sl mentioned: 
PUSS Certy Gnabt oiplall de oe ty ui yal yet 
JB Bu Sy cali Sh G gle es I ipl io» Joo a 
JSty mB oe ily pod Je JSTy Statt Gidy ist 
PW SI eather st aatght aa) yee cel oe Ul nblt UI 

(Abas ASU VEY dy 5 pedl Om 

“Accept glad tidings! Accept glad tidings! Accept 

glad tidings! Whoever performs the five Salahs and 

refrains from the seven major sins, will enter from 

whichever door of Jannah he wishes: disobedience of 

the parents; associating partners with Allah Ta‘ala; 

killing a person; (falsely) accusing chaste women; 
fleeing away from war; and consuming interest." 

(35) Amr bin al Hamiq (RA) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet ples gee Sw ail Le mentioned: 
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Spf OT Oly Pd oo egy UU abtd wo de dey cyl op" 
eet) OE dle) Wily OpF SGLL Uipbli oly) LIS 
CV EVVY aed de dol aul ped ob OL OS ily I 





“Whoever grants a person safety with regards to 
his life and still kills him, then | am free from the killer 
even though the one killed is a disbeliever.” 

Imam Hakim has narrated this Hadith in the 
following words: 

bye Saad at lakh dey abd A tet GS! fot olabt 151" 
1 Wy Aa be by co gtbh OLS QS ae phy 8 ye ot) UL! 
(grill Abi yy cote! oe 

“When a person is at ease with regards to another 
person, and he still kills him despite (the one killed) 
being at ease with regards to (the killer), a flag of 
deception will be hoisted for (the killer) on the Day of 
Resurrection.” 

(36) Hazrat Aisha ke JW a ws Narrates that the 
following note was found in the sheath of the Holy 
Prophet's ake gel Ss ant ule sword: 

ray Ai pt JS Joys ale pb pe bry pe ptt ani oy” 
aa Sol Ydpeyy iy AS aad US fod ab acai ai ne Sy 
Tere ANG TE Sythl IS QT Sytem) “Jule Vy Go 

(gril! aad! yy oly SF es ket 

“The most rebellious of all people is he who beats 

one who has not hit him, and he who kills one who has 


not attempted to kill him, and one who attributes 
himself to a family that he is not from. So whoever does 
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these actions has rejected Allah and His Messenger; 
neither will any obligatory worship be accepted from 
him and nor any optional worship.” 

(37) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «+ JW a ~~) Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet ne gts Sa a s+ mentioned the 
following sentence thrice: 

"WOW LY Ie 

“There is not that much of constriction in any 

action (in that there be no hope for its forgiveness) 

besides killing a Muslim (as its forgiveness is very 
difficult)” 

After narrating this Hadith Hazrat Ali’s «+ jw a ye 
son, Muhammad bin al Hanafiyyah mentions: 

doy ah wy YY tls oun db) YY yy ott ol J 
dad oS cb ytalt 125 : td yl Yo Syl yy at ae 


(BAN Syd rane ple SK! 
“If all the people submit to me besides one person 
without whom my rule cannot remain, | will not kill 


him.” 
(38) Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq « jis a 2) Narrates 

that the Holy Prophet -ly «te i! .L» mentioned: 
dale AE pad onige Bath Ny ie WD Gat A Syd msl glo op” 
PL RMT GET carbs yl Oly) “agery ge wid aS id a 
Sten! Wie 6 pol! JU MEO Cbory fe al Od J Opel 
Cree ta SNS Ul pball oly yy... ghadce ail WY) Ud dee, 
(der pall slab VV Gs € 7 debe I cle 
“Whoever performs the morning Salah is in the 
responsibility of Allah Ta‘ala. So do not disrespect the 
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responsibility of Allah. Thus, whoever kills him, (i.e. the 
one who has performed the Fajr Salah. Translator) 


Allah Ta’ala will seek him out until he throws him face 
first into the Fire.” 


(39) Hazrat Abu Sa’eed «+ ji a 2) Narrates that 
the Holy Prophet --s ale jis i! Ls mentioned: 

phd Ober Ub Bd Gb OLY lS LLM! ay UI oe HE oS 
SSay AT DL at ae far 6 Spl ig! J pid a lS OL Uy Ls 
I glo JF oh Glad i pe Ls JS ty ae he 
eed oly) er J wat ed wot oS sad ly) dy ale leet 
oly Son yt J Ul pally 0 prs oe yy jot ari, aj babi, 
SAI de US ily SI aot) veal Jory alley iy! pbalt sot 
CVANVVE CVANAY Code yt 

“A neck will appear from Hell on the Day of 
Resurrection, and it will talk with a swift moving 
tongue. {It will have two eyes with which it will see and 
a tongue with which it will speak and_ say: 
“I have been deployed upon every person who has made 
another deity besides Allah and who is an obstinate 
oppressor and who has taken the life of a person not in 
lieu of another life.” Then it will take away all such 


people five hundred years before everybody else and it 
will throw them into Hell.” 


(40) Hazrat Sunabih bin al A’asar = jw a)», 
narrates that the Holy Prophet -L-y ue Jw as ge 
mentioned: 


“Gola Wylde Wd et Sy BIS uly ott de Sb) ul" 
Syke ye ah hey NANG gy POt-E sal ae sh 
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ed) POV-V£) OL> ply TEM Ue Ve al oo WS oa 
(VEN ob) VA—A) Glpbelly (FY -¥) wi coly (VEEN 
ates Syl d psa dt ad jeoiy (tt 7 <Ot —Ay elally 
(gh baal gee arb op! ax ely 
“I am your forerunner at the pond (of Kawthar}, 
and through you I will like to see my Ummah more in 
number than other nations, therefore do not kill each 
other after me.” 
This Hadith has also been narrated by Hazrat 
Abdullah bin Mas‘ud «+ Siw a! ,>,. 
VOY -V¥ Cabby Veto dy VAG Ve ylpball ax el 
(VAV—OV Ste aly 
Many of the above mentioned forty Ahadith have 
condemned and pronounced warnings against taking 
the life of not only a Muslim, rather they have 
condemned unjustly taking the life of any human being, 
whether Muslim or non-Muslim. The Holy Prophet _.+ 
es y sk Jw SI has especially pronounced very grave 
warnings against killing those non-Muslims who reside 
peacefully under an agreement of protection in a 
Muslim country. Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr «+ Ss a) 2, 


narrates that the Holy Prophet Sallallhu alayhi 
wasallam mentioned: 


omy! Bet op ey YE) Oly att iu!) Ce pb Naalee Ly" 


(PYNY Cad eda el tS us bed! mene) “le 

“Whoever kills such a non-Muslim with whom 
there is an agreement (i.e. of protection. Translator) \..ll 
not smell the fragrance of Paradise, whereas its 
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fragrance can be smelt from a distance of forty years.” 
Hazrat Jundub bin Abdillah («+ jts a 2) narrates 

that the Holy Prophet -L-) ale jtu a! J. mentioned: 
J Ulpelt oly) Warenere col oy det OF ged it op" 
ced Ob OU OS ty St eat) UB dle yy heyy pS 
(VeVOE lala fd 
“Whoever disrespects the protection I have granted 


to a non-Muslim, I will be his enemy, and one whose 
enemy | become, I will defeat him.” 
Hazrat Umar Farooq «© Jls I 2, left many advices 
for his successor after being fatally wounded. One of 
them was: 


wd dy ol ply ale ail dr ail Spey dedy abl ded, nol," 
SAS rey "rg Sb WO y oily oo Jide Oly page 

(VV oo dm lin ale ait ho oil olrnei filial OU 

“| emphasise upon him to appreciate the 
responsibility of the non-Muslims that Allah and His 
Messenger have accepted, in that the agreement made 
with them should be fulfilled and that war should be 


waged to defend them and that they should not be 
burdened except with what they can bear.” 


The Emphasis placed upon Abstaining from 
Civil Strife 


The above-mentioned quotations of the Quran and 
Sunnah have very explicitly described how serious the 
crime of unjustly taking the life of a human being is in 
the eyes of Allah Ta’ala and His Messenger «le Gl a wy 
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gl s. Thus, the Quran and Sunnah are replete with the 
concern regarding Muslims not fighting amongst 
themselves. Civil strife normally occurs when the people 
have grievances with the government of the time. The 
Holy Prophet op 3 <b jw 4! ds has, therefore, firstly 
directed the responsible people of the government to be 
just and to work for the welfare of the masses according 
to the directives of the Shariah. 


Instructions for Rulers 


Hazrat Ma’qil bin Yasar «+ Jw 4) ,», narrates that 
the Holy Prophet -L-y ale Jia ait si mentioned: 
ME dl) de 1 YW ray ht lb is, dae oe 
(VVO+ Cod> eS AS us bul ow) 
“Any servant whom Allah makes a guardian/ ruler 
of the masses and (who) then does not care for their 
well-being will not smell the fragrance of Paradise.” 
The Holy Prophet ls ale jis ail ww also mentioned: 
SNe Woh pie pty ped cpl oe ey gl Sy cpl 
(VVON Sodm lal) "ad ale 
“Any ruler who assumes responsibility of the 
affairs of the general Muslims and then dies in the 
condition that he is not fulfilling their rights, Allah will 
make Paradise forbidden upon him.” 
Hazrat Umar bin Khattab «+ SW 4! >. mentions: 
SE Odd OM py of cle IY OF Jyh BI py Cae’ ul! 
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pe esl SUE Ueto aly J} tte O41 Loe 
Spey ct Cet a Cae cil 53 GY Sud 93 ly Ou 
ws ad gl Catal Ny ea > SU play ale il be ail 
(01 WI Bylot AVY Ge VE VTE TV Cate lt 55 
“I heard the Messenger of Allah ab y ale ait ule 
mentioning: “The rulers will be brought on the Day of 
Resurrection and they will stand on the bridge of Hell. 
Whoever was obedient to Allah, Allah will Take him and 
Save him from Hell with His right hand, and whoever 
was disobedient to Allah, the bridge will turn and take 
him into a valley of raging fire.” Then Hazrat Umar sent 
€@ message to Hazrat Salman (RA) and Hazrat Abu Zarr 
(RA) and asked Hazrat Abu Zarr. “Did you hear this 
Hadith from the Messenger of Allah als yale Gd ep” 
Hazrat Abu Zarr replied, “Yes, by Allah!” 
Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «+ 4) 2, narrates that the 
Holy Prophet phe y Mle ain st mentioned: 


BS OW Jas y ail os gir pal OW a chen wily oye fildy die ploy! ZI" 
chang AT led gany .Nyjy dele OP opde pal Oly orl GUL 
(EV oY Code cade OE bey pW Ute OS 

“A ruler is a shield behind which war is waged 





and by which safety is provided. Thus, if he rules with 
piety and justice, he will receive a great reward, and if 
he rules in any other way, upon him will be the 
burden of sin.” 
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Conduct with Evil Rulers 


The Holy Prophet -L-; «Je a st has taught us that 
when oppressive and evil rulers seize control, they 
should not be supported in their evil doings and 
peaceful efforts should be made to bring them onto the 
right path. Hazrat Ka’b bin Ujrah « Jw oi e 
mentions: 

ail SU tas hy ley ale dat glo i Spey tele oe 
Sd eq de eAtcly whi egie op el pi Siu 0 Saw 
wns Ay ASS: pegs oy or ghl (le oyty dy a Cody 
dt gay a ght gle ayty pay ae ly oe sah gale dle 
(EVV Code collet de tal otel ob te J) 53 dad! OS 
“The Messenger of Allah ply ate ai i came out to 
us whilst we were nine (altogether. Translator) and 
mentioned: “There will be such rulers after me that 
whoever will assert their falsehood and help them in 
their oppression is not mine and I am not his and he 
will not be able to come to me at the Pond (of Kawthar). 
And whoever will not assert their falsehood and will not 
assist them in their oppression is mine and | am his 
and he will come to me at the Pond (of Kawthar).” 

Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri «+ jis i) >, narrates 

that the Holy Prophet -L-y «le ai! lL» mentioned: 


0 pals dilly Ceitlay aS CAAT YY dade oe abel Vy ogi op att Say 
rae cp ppaalld ale aaky pty o pb dilly ale oat) pl 
(VAGA plot dilly ob optSe Yl OS ug bad! apes) “Sw a 
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“Every Prophet that Allah Ta’ala has sent and every 





Khalifa that He has appointed has two types of advisors: 
those who enjoin them upon good and encourage them 
towards it and those that enjoin them upon evil and 
encourage them towards it, and only he is protected 
whom Allah Ta’ala protects.” 


Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar ys jw aa we. Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet --s «Je «i! 2 mentioned: 
aby dang) Sit plat oly) OSS gf tne JU Le! pam oy” 
db; alle) dy ich ainry ony unl aity Jk) up tet pp tle 
Aas ke GEL PAS Ol WHR OES wily Jt eat) nal 
(SNVY Codm 
“Whoever is in the presence of a ruler should speak 
a good word or remain silent.” 
Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri «+ Jw al w*. Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet -L-. a ain > mentioned: 
Sy mee yl SU le Olas te Jue LIS sige! ple! yO" 
cm) dort Ne oe Ce pee Sad Ning Dl Boe wt 
CVVVE AM OS had sds sit 
“From the greatest forms of Jihad is that a just 
word be spoken before an oppressive ruler.” (This 
Hadith has been narrated with vanations in its wording 
in Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah) 
Hazrat lyadh bin Ghanm «s JW ail =~) Narrates that 
the Holy Prophet ls «le i wl mentioned: 
goed ony dtl) Sy ae d ty Wl Olbabes 5} eas ot at tp" 
aly 3 Qet) AP oly) "ale cl! sal OWT Vy Sid ae JS op 4 
CRNVY AVVY Code lg y LW done! Ol HHH OS 
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“Whoever wishes to advise a person in authority 





should not disgrace him publicly. Rather he should 
take him by the hand in privacy. If he accepts, well and 
good; if not, he has fulfilled the right that was due upon 
him.” 
Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas Wyse JW a Qo 
narrates that the Holy Prophet -; Je a we mentioned: 
g Abert ps od ail ay @lSG UL Gm Slee ad lie py ee as Y 
tplterld OLE wend ye Opeably UB! "I yo U5) oF Y 
(dela! SI yo :b VOVv4 Sard 
“Whoever is in a place where there is an 
opportunity to speak a word of truth should definitely 
speak, as this cannot bring forward his recorded time 


of death and it cannot deprive him of the sustenance 
that is meant for him.” 


Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri « Jw 4! ,2, narrates 
that the Holy Prophet -l-s le a! J» mentioned: 


yl sy Of JU aw it Sy WU a Sao! ois ¥" 
Le J pied US g Lol aby Stary SUF ot a we Soe Ye 
199) otF Ol SIS Sub Spd ut ate il yid tee 
CH Ay ghee ght clay poly a) Lady pore diy tall 9 13 pi 
A Sly AP op dey ane oy! aml olyyy came J ole 
PU RM ST oh pd ATLL ity Bgl! bpd) Sud! 1 ee 
cobs sab VERY Cate SA se gly Gy aly ott 

(Au, 


“No person should disgrace himself.” The 
Companions asked, “How does. one disgrace 
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himself?"The Prophet ales ade Jie Gi sl replied, “Ile 
witnesses an issue regarding which he should have 





said something for the sake of Allah, but he does not 
say it, and so he will meet Allah in the condition that 
he would have wasted the opportunity. Allah Ta‘ala will 
ask him, “What stopped you (from speaking the truth)?” 
He will say, “The fear of the people.” Allah Ta‘ala will 
say, “l was more deserving of your fear.” 

The Holy Prophet -L-s ale jls i! + has, on the 
other hand emphatically instructed the general masses 
to obey such rulers as far as possible so long as they do 
not demand the commission of sin. They should not 
take up arms to seek their rights as this will lead to 
civil strife and Muslims shedding the blood of each 
other. In fact what is gauged from the overall 
temperament of the Quran and Sunnah is that the 
most important of advantages have been sacrificed for 
the sake of staying away from internal strife. The 
following statements of the Holy Prophet oie y ede i ye 
are especially worthy of mention in this regard: 

(1) Hazrat Ubadah bin Saamit «+ Jw iio, 
mentions: 

Leng i Lede el Lad Slab olay ploy ale ait glo iol Utes” 
Lele Bly Gyms y Wyre y La Soy Ld J deiblly aot de 
ad Bl op Subse oly IS yg Ol Y adal pil ¢ juY ot, 
(Ve OV Cade Al GET 5 boat Te) "Oy 

“The Prophet ee 3 se it Js called us and took 


bay’ah (a pledge) from us. The matters upon which he 
took a covenant from us were: that irrespective of 
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whether we are in good conditions or adverse 
conditions, whether we are in difficulty or ease and 
whether we are being deprived of our rights, we will 
listen to and obey the Ameer (ruler); and that we will 
not challenge the authority of those in authority, until 
you witness manifest disbelief regarding which you 
have strong proof from Allah.” 
(2) Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood «« a ~» Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet ais ale ot le mentioned: 
Lath J pe gle Gals Lad th ay Sa ty gly Bgl cde Oy po @ Sil" 
ES syed are) .pSim ait Ugly egim egal 1431-0 
(Ve OY Cud> coral 
“You will see after me that others are being given 
preference over you and matters that you will detest.” 
The Companions asked, “So what do you command us, 
O Messenger of Allah.” He wes ale i i mentioned, 
“Fulfil their (the rulers) rights and seek your rights 
from Allah.” 
(3) Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar Lye Ji iv we 
narrates that the Holy Prophet she pe Ja a Qe 
mentioned: 


det Vy act Wb nant pl 1 anaat pp d be pe detblly aot” 
Cad pun dcibiy goal wh alge! WS (5 ed ow) 
(¥40o 


“To listen to and obey (the Ameer) is rightful so 
long as a person is not ordered to disobey Allah. Thus, 
when an order is given to disobey Allah, then it is not 
listened to and not obeyed.” 

(4) Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas ys Jw i! .», 


40 
narrates that the Holy Prophet ele j tle ai) Le mentioned: 
PT AN oy dol nd Gp ale pad eo opal aS op" 
Ged! ae) “abr de Ol YY ade Sid 1 oth 





Pare pW oe BLY tT glee aerey (VO Of Cite 
(4 Baiiday EVOt Cute cut! 
“Whoever dislikes something of his Amecr should 
tolerate it, for whoever leaves accepting the authority of 
the Ameer even to the extent of a hand’s length and 
dies in such a condition will die a death of Jaahiliyyah.” 
(5) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «+ Jw 4! 2, narrates that 
the Holy Prophet --s ae jis a) d+ mentioned: 
SS py Gale dee Ob te 6 Reta! thy eth oe op" 
To Ay Sel ce pal Lean) Jitiny Raaal) ia ine 1) OF 
ly ee oe pe Vay ay ope gal de al 
agg pl ob bY! OS ele Te) st ral Lage CL 
(EVON Code islet! 
“Whoever came out of the obedience of the Ameer 
and separated from the (majority of the) Muslim 
community, and then died, died a death of Jaahilyyah, 
and whoever was killed under a blind standard whilst 
being angry for the sake of patriotism and whilst 
fighting for the sake of patriotism, is not from my 
Ummah, and whoever comes out of my Ummah in 
opposition to my Ummah in that he strikes its pious 
and sinful, neither does he leave any believer and nor 
does he fulfil the agreement (of protection. Translator) 


given to the non-Muslims, then he has no relationship 
with me.” 
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(6) Hazrat Awf bin Malik Ashja'ee «2 Jls ai ee: 
narrates that the Messenger of Allah pli-y ae Je oi to 


mentioned: 


tprtehe O play SLE 0 glats y Sige y eb pF pill @Seail sho" 
SS Si pales ol paliy Si pitiny oh piaks spill @Seail si py 
LY all Sb tpl oy JU SY pabts Wi a Jpeyt 
Lae Ne SU 4s yh SG Us SGV y gt geil N3Ny SLA! SH | pli 
De Edy OS gle are) “Ub ow Ny IY 
(EVVV Satm pty poy ds! 
“The best of your rulers are those whom you love 
and who love you, and for whom you pray and who 
pray for you. And the worst of your rulers are those 
whom you detest and who detest you and whom you 
curse and who curse you.” The Companions asked, “O, 
Messenger of Allah, at such an occasion shouldn't we 
cast them away with the sword?” (meaning, shouldn't 
we revolt against them with arms?) He (es ate il os) 
mentioned: “No, as long as they establish Salah 
amongst you. No, as long as they established Salah 
amongst you. When you see something of your rulers 
that you dislike, then regard his action as bad but do 
not withdraw a hand from obedience.” 
The following words appear in another narration 


this Hadith: 


cP Al 0S) Bt aes oo ee gh oT yb Sy ale Sy oe PP 
BLY! OLS tel a) asl op le oF pe Vy a) inane 
"AVIA Sad 

“Remember! Whoever has a ruler, and he sees him 
(the ruler) committing an act of disobedience to Allah, 


of 
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then he should regard what he is committing in 
disobedience to Allah as bad, but he should not at all 
withdraw a hand from obedience.” 
(7) Hazrat Irbadh bin Sariyah «+ jw a) >, 
mentions: 
Uae ys Slaw! De dey ey gle y ale al ho ail Jpn) Lhe” 
ode Ol spor) SM od ee Che yy Opal or Cbd aL 
4B) 5 pe Sao yl JUS! Jpn) & LI Agar 1bLad Go ye tlie ys 
Vit WAS! yp Se pa op sid ote Le Oly dcthlly aotty 
Br ded See 3 Jai ged De UP yp Ut y Tul 
em gh SU ety Udo tpme cutgll cp tet di clade inn 
Jb cbr le Oh ell! wiyi See St oy CS oe > ‘ia 
(VAT Cade aed i> 
“One day, after the moming Salah the Messenger 
of Allah eke y Mc a .s~) delivered before us such an 
effective sermon, that eyes shed tears and hearts 
became fearful due to it. So one person said, “This is 
like the counsel of one who is bidding farewell, so what 
do you advise us, O Messenger of Allah?” He ( <1¢ it Le 
‘elas 3) replied: “I advise you to continue fearing Allah, 
and | advise you to listen to and obey (your Ameer) even 
though he be an Abyssinian slave , for those who will 
remain alive from amongst you will see many 
differences; and continue to stay away from innovations 
ae they are misguidance. So whoever from amongst you 
reaches (i.e. is alive in) such an era should hold 
steadfastly onto my Sunnah and the Sunnah of my 
rightly guided Caliphs. Hold onto it with your molars.” 
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(8) Hazrat Mu’adh bin Jabal «+ Jw i! 2) Narrates 
that the Holy Prophet a5 ale Sls ain ss mentioned: 


ASN OLY lo Cam SI ae Nyy ld Bd PH Qe) oF YI 
el pal Kole OS a} YW OES 1s WOU pd Ott, 
Oly oS phd pd pernat 13) eS Opad YL eget Opab 
Ce SSE ae AS a Spey Y Apth oS plat oor pacabl 
J Sp th ge tylry pelle Yi ee ot et lei 
J le oy apy lll oly) aa Lame J dL> cp po al del 
Wry diy apd y Ole cyl addy cle oy ne sly Slee ow Bon 
(AV OF cade DI) OLS ily JI eet) ld 

“Remember! The mill of Islam has begun turning, 

so turn with the Book (of Allah) wherever it goes. 
Behold! A time will come when the Book (of Allah) and 
government will separate, at such a time you do not 


separate from the Book. Behold! Such rulers will come 


upon you who will pass such verdicts for themselves 





that they will not pass for you; if you disobey them, 
they will kill you, and if you obey them they will lead 
you astray.” 

The Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah, 
what should we do then?” He (ule pre ain si) replied, 
“Do as the companions of Isa the son of Maryam ( «le 
J) did: they were sliced apart with saws and were 
hung by (gallows of) wood. Giving one’s life in the path 
of Allah is better than living in His disobedience.” 

(9) Hazrat Anas «+ ls a! +, narrates that the Holy 
Prophet Ae gtle SW ail wi mentioned: 
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he del IT crim Ae Sle famel Oly tyably tyactt” 
(VALY Cote eS AS us rl em) 
“Listen to and obey (your Ameer), even though 
such an Abvssinian slave is appointed as a ruler upon 
you whose head is like a raisin.” 
(10) Hazrat Hudhayfah bin Yamaan «+ Ji a 2, 
narrates that the Holy Prophet -L-) «+ an ise mentioned: 
etd pany gy Opes Vy std Opt dail aay 09S" 
eel AS ob JU! Oe Sob! Syl ot li Str, 
wpe oly pn oe con) JU (us ES ya! ot a Jyh 
Sade 5! OLS glee are) "abl, end eu dxiy J pgb 
(éVta 
“There will be rulers after me who will not abide by 
my teachings and will not follow my Sunnah, and there 
will appear among them such men whose hearts will be 
those of devils in the body of man.” Hazrat Huzayfah 
ae Si os! >, said, “I asked, “OMessenger of Allah, what 
should | do if I reach such a timc?” The Holy Prophet 
«less ane ~ mentioned: “Continue listening to and 
obeying the Ameer, even though your back is struck 
and your wealth is snatched, then too listen and obey.” 
(11) Hazrat Arfajah «+ jw i! 2, narrates that the 
Holy Prophet pl-y «le ai! i» mentioned: 
ty oda pl Ship Oi atyt gab olay Ole OS il" 
(tV 04 Cade 


“Truly, many bad things will happen, so whoever 
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intends to cause dissention in this Ummah whilst it is 
united, then strike him with the sword, no matter who 
he 18.” 


(12) Hazrat Abu Saeed Khudri «+ Jw 4)», 
narrates that the Holy Prophet -l-; «le a! > mentioned: 
BUN AST glans ares) lagen FN WSU ceed ayy 151” 

(EVVY Code 
“When the pledge fi.e of allegiance. Translator] is 


taken from two caliphs, then kill the one who has taken 
the pledge last.” 


13) Hazrat Waail bin Hujr «« Sw a 2s States: 
JUD cle y be ait gli ait J pry gladly oy Hale JL" 
led Lr Uyaty pgir USLY el yl Le Co or i,t a 
aw bi GU Gad Fae pid die fae po cl Ub 
Vg Le gale UE Npebiy tyre Sy QF oy Catt! anind 

“elt le Sey 
hg Ser 36 das > bs > it Gi yy SS yl wy 
dit ge ath Spy Sb pd cy Cant ain” Jy alee oteyh 
pele Ue Sle y Wyle Le ogee UY Ibly pact play ate 
Gsibh tyre Oly chp dete J Ou UY! OES iplar arrey 

(tVEX 9 £VEO 

“Salama bin Yazid Al Ju’fi asked, “O Prophet of 
Allah, pleasc tell me, if such rulers gain authority over 
us, who ask us for their rights but do not fulfil our 
rights, then what do you command us?” The Holv 


Prophet ole y ale ail ws (did not give any answer and) 
turned away. He then asked again upon which He Jo 
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es aie <i! turned away. He then asked for the second 
or third time upon which Ash’ath bin Qays (RA) pulled 
him (Yazid (RA)) towards himself and (the Holy Prophet 
wy © GI Le ) mentioned: “Listen and obey, for they 
are answerable for what they have been charged with 
and you are answerable for what you have been 
charged with.” 

14) Hazrat Ummu Salamah ys Jw ! >, narrates 
that the Holy Prophet oy ale Ss te mentioned: 

PIS AD OS ad 33 Si y OB yd el pl Sle Josey ai)" 
SA WG Sp gh 1S aly 9) oe Sy ipl aad SI 

(EVVE Code SLY! OLS iglie oe) “Vyhe WY JU 

“Truly some Ameers will be given authority over 
you, and you will observe some of their matters as good 
and some others as bad, so whoever regards what is 
evil as evil will be absolved (from sin), and whoever 
condemns (the evil) will remain safe; however (he wil] be 
sinful who) is pleased with and follows the evil.” The 
Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah, shouldn't 
we fight them?” He aie’ ale ab uw replied, “No, as long 
as they pray Salah.” 

Qadhi lyadh 4! .«, mentions in the commentary of 
this Hadith, “as long as they pray Salah’ means ‘as long 
as they remain on Islam’ and Salah (has been used) to 
indicate towards it (Islam).” 

Qadhi lIyadh has given this explanation in the light 
of the Hadith narrated by Hazrat Ubadah bin Saamit 


wc Sa a yw. that has been quoted as Hadith number 
one above. 
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When the Truth is clear in Civil Strife 


Under circumstances of civil strife between Muslims, 
when the oppressor and oppressed are unambiguously 
distinguishable, the explicit directive of the Quran is: 

abide! oy Op ogy ipl ici utah 3 ous O1yp 
etd oy abi yl J tg a el igs oobi ie 
ta nb ot al Oy ibd, Qualy gy iputold 
Ga gaeif Slain ving Sigel a patel Hoy Saal 
[v2 4: bpd] 
“If two groups of the believers fight each other, 
seek reconciliation between them. And if one of them 
commits aggression against the other, fight the one 
that commits aggression until it comes back to Allah’s 
command. So if it comes back, seek reconciliation 
between them with fairness, and maintain justice. 
Surely Allah loves those who maintain justice. [9] All 
believers are but brothers, therefore seek reconciliation 
between your two brothers, and fear Allah, so that you 
may be blessed with mercy. [10}” 

The emphasis in these verses is upon the fact that 
every possible effort should be made te reconcile 
between two quarrelling factions of Muslims. However, 
if there is no doubt that one party is oppressing the 
other, then we are ordered to assist the wronged party 
by fighting against the oppressive one. The command 
regarding fighting against those who revolt in Hadith 
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numbers 11 and 12 above has been given in the light of 


this verse. 


‘Fitnah’ in which the Truth is vague 


The Holy Prophet gies aie st J has informed us in 
many Ahadith that in times to come there will be 
circumstances of civil strife amongst Muslims in which 
it will not be clear as to which group is on the right and 
which is not, as each will present proofs in its own 
favour. These Ahadith have termed such civil strife as 
‘Fitnah’ and they provide detailed teachings of the Holy 
Prophet ~—+ <6 «' + as to what the general Muslims 
should do in such conditions. What they all place 
emphasis on is that the general Muslims should be 
kept away from such fighting. In other words, all 
possible efforts of reconciliation should be made, but 
neither of the rivalling factions should be sided. Some 
such Ahadith are being related hereunder: 

(1) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «+ a vw, narrates that the 
Holy Prophet oh yb al i+ mentioned: 

wh ep Gd lilly epitope po Uyad sett pd 0 Se” 
Ugad hry oy cab pes AT ay oll ow pe gd grill 
Sade AH LST cba are ) ey dali tater yl babe 
(TV 6 Ved cde) SES CV OAS 

“There will be such finahs, in which the one sitting 

will be better than the one standing, and the one 
standing will be better than the one walking, and the 
one walking will be better than the one running. 
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Whoever will go to see these fitnahs, they will snatch 
him away. So whoever finds a place of refuge from them, 
should take refuge in it.” 

The meaning of the one sitting being better than the 
one standing is that the further away one stays from such 
fitnahs and the lesser his practical involvement in them, 
the better. Moreover, there is danger that the one going 
there as a mere spectator may also get involved in them. 

(2) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «+ «i! .», narrates that the 
Holy Prophet ls yale il ss’ mentioned: 

Bi psly S d tet ti oe cheat cleK claw ded 0S" 

Sale Ail OES coy i oeey “eg BS YS OL! 

(£¥ VE 

“There will be a deaf, dumb and blind fitnah. 

Whoever will peek at it, it will snatch him away. To let 

the tongue loose in this fitnah will be like the strike of 
the sword.” 

Hazrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri 4! in, 
«le mentions in the commentary of this Hadith that the 
meaning of this fitnah being deaf, dumb and blind is 
that those involved in it will not be able to distinguish 
between right and wrong. There will not listen to what 
any person has to say. Rather they will harm and 
torture those who will speak up. ‘Letting the tongue 
loose’ alludes to those who will communicate false 
information between the rivalling factions which will 
add fuel to the fire of fitnah. (Badhlul Majhood v5 p97) 

‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyah «le 4! ix, has mentioned 
whilst explaining the ‘blind and deaf’ fitnah: 
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ByD yb Lea y SEU ele ct ty AN ay fame y bl aay GR! ony” 
als Dyadlt yh orad yl get thas af UY GUS otal daily ale 
cp 3S) jee ge be GA ale Fl It oe Ud OS 
SPY Lad Qik el ygetlty Ohya oe ad OySry a wT gl pts 
gh gle byl) Ga ND yeh op Yd Oty W241) 
BD yan op Yak eo gli! gle 0 gb det ae ald OLY! Sy Wy 
pil J abis HM Slay cla cles dod Jl Idy odaad y 5! 
Ligd celal clit y Ugd Jatt sgh cee git BUI oo UUs yy 
TVs eV gc kyl ES cigs) Eda! fal je Uglal oi 

“The actual objective of the True Deen is virtue and 
practising upon it. Thus, (in order to practise upon it) it 
is necessary to have knowledge of the truth, to have an 
intention of it and to have the ability upon it. Fitnah is 
in conflict with all of this as it becomes an impediment 
in understanding, intending and having ability upon 





the truth. Such doubts are created in circumstances of 
fitnah which confuse the truth with falsehood and this 
results in many or most people not being able to 
ascertain the truth. In it, there are desires and 
emotions that become an obstacle in one intending the 
truth. The forces of evil become so overwhelming in it 
that they weaken the ability upon virtue. Therefore, a 
person senses a change in the condition of his heart in 
circumstances of fitnah and such conditions come 
upon the hearts that become an obstacle in 
understanding and intending the truth. Thus, fitnah 
has been called ‘blind and deaf, and it has been 
mentioned that it is like the pieces of a dark night (This 
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Hadith has been quoted as the forthcoming Hadith 
number four). Such words have been used to express 





the fact that ignorance prevails in circumstances of 
fitnah and knowledge becomes concealed to the extent 
that the people of fitnah become like the people of 
Jahiliyyah.” 
(3) Hazrat Abu Hurayrah «> a w*, Narrates that 
the Holy Prophet ply «le «i! Jementioned: 
Sy Veg ttt de ab ge it a Yok ti oly” 
JH US 9S AS old OIF ped pill Vy JS ocd Jr 
bi ly pa OF aot or) yt dS pally put “eal 
(VYVE for Dt pe for Dt o> del ogi Y Sb det! 
“By the being in whose hand is my soul, the world 
will not come to an end until such a day comes upon 
the people in which the killer will not know for what 
reason he killed and the killed will not know for whet 
reason he was killed.” It was asked, “How will this 
happen?” He ils y Me ail -) mentioned, “Bloodshed 
(will become rife); the killer and killed will be in the 
Fire.” 
(4) Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari «+ wanarrates that 
the Holy Prophet -L-y «Je «i! J» mentioned: 
SEs ber fo Utd Jor It cerns ellalt JUN bad” tad Jet sats oy ot 
Med ge tll y peiMdl po po Ugd Aouad INIT pny Lape cacy IIIS 
Sj Np poly oS ssl Vpabby Kad Ny SU SLI ow pe 
J o~) “eal Gil BS Sb Sr tol de ott JF2 OW Byladet 
(t¥o4 AM I elt ye gl b Oy all wT oyla 
“Prior to Qiyamah there will be fitnahs which will 
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be like the pieces of a dark night. During them, a 
person will be a believer in the moming and will 
become a disbeliever in the evening; and he will be a 
believer in the evening and will become a disbeliever in 
the morming. The one sitting during them will be better 
than the one standing and the one walking will be 
better than the one running, so break your bows and 
cut your bowstrings and smash your swords against 
the stones. Then too, if someone comes in (to attack) 
any one of you, he should be like the better of the two 
sons of Adam (*—!! J)" (In other words like Haabeel 
who tolerated being killed by Qaabeel bus did not 
attempt to kill him.) 

Hazrat Hasan Basri | «#, has explained the 
meaning of “a person will be a believer in the morning 
and will become a disbeliever in the evening” in the 
following words: 

won J) Mom ey Mey a Fy a>! pd LF jr! one" 
ape I cs) res eenny Whey av yey nel pl Le 

CUVGA cll Jol) aaa” pb 0 Sao clr bob ail il yl 

“Meaning that by morning this Muslim will regard 
the blood, honour and wealth of his Muslim brother as 
Haram (i.e. sanctified and impermissible to disrespect. 
Translator] , and by evening he will render them Halal; 
jie. permissible to disrespect. Translator] and by 
evening he will regard the blood, honour and wealth’of 
his brother Haram and by morning he will render them 
Halal.” 

(5) Hazrat Abu Bakrah «es ail 2) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet she yale ule mentioned: 
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Ng lly I ot ne ped ercleaall OS ded Se A" 
Ur SU elt re tp cally coll 5s pe pillly ceil 
SIT cry aby Grd bid Cit op* : Ju Sig pl a Je) 
Bcd SU "ae gh joule yl b CIS ory dae Grud gb 
o> le ods pad ats SI ead JU US op og I OS 
F sb Sb RM OLS caylo ul ey “eb ¢ est & a 
(£YON dal Sb ail 
“Truly, there will be such a fitnah in which the one 
lying down will be better than the one sitting and the 
one sitting will be better than the one standing and the 
one standing will be better than the one :valking and 
the one walking will be better than the one running.” 
He asked, “O Messenger of Allah. What do you 
command me (in such circumstances)?” He ({ «le al uy 
A y) replied, “Whoever has camels should go and be 
with them, and whoever has goats should go and be 
with them and whoever has any land should go to it.” 
He asked, “And whoever doesn’t have any of this?” He 
(es ate i ws) answered, “He should go to his sword 
and smash its edge on a rocky terrain and then run as 

far as he can.” 

(6) The above Hadith of Hazrat Abu Bakrah 4! wes 
as ji has also been narrated by Hazrat Sa’d bin Abi 
Waqqaas se jl as 2). In the end of this narration 
Hazrat Sa’d (RA) mentions, “I asked the Holy Prophet 
hee y ste it 1+ that if someone gets into my home and 
stretches out his hand to kill me, (what should I do?)” 
He (le y <de ait 1) replied, “Be like the son of Adam (i.e. 
Haabeel).” (Sunan Abi Dawood, Hadith 4257) 
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(7) Hazrat Wabisah bin Ma’bad has narrated a 
portion of Hazrat Abu Bakrah’s Hadith from Hazrat 
‘Abdullah bin Mas’ood -4 Jw al wy», in which there is 
this addition:”,U' 3 iS SS". In other words, those 
killed in such a fitnah (in which the truth is not clear) 
will all go to the Fire of Hell. Thereafter, Hazrat Wabisah 
«s a ,2, mentions: 
BaD pV See cal plat Ue JU oes at US ge Cl” 
SL SS JE cole Us gpl oy gpl WO oe 
oer old je Olas fod Lgl -ttdens hel op Le Oy dary 
Oy bed atid UI on gy CH gee Cal Ge CS 
aS poliny ale aa clio AB Spry pt anes ge YY} a} Y sill 
(EYOA Sodm pl OLS ca ylo J pms) 0 gree cyl a> 
“Il asked, “O Ibn Mas’ood, when will this happen?” 
He replied, “It will be the days of killing and bloodshed 
when a person will not be safe from even the one who 
sits by him.” I said, “What do you order me if such a 
time reaches me?” Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood 4! ws 
«as jt mentioned, “Hold back your tongue and hand 
and become a mat of your home.” Then when Hazrat 
‘Uthman «+ jw ai 2. was martyred, my heart began to 
fly") so I rode to Damscus. There, I met Hazrat 


Khuraym bin Faatik «« jw al *, and I related this 
Hadith to him. 





(1) This means, “My heart inclined and clung to what it loves” 
(See —4' 42 y Meh under ,& and _-) sh et v3, pg 366 and the 
Lexicon by E.W.Lane v.5 pgl093). It may also mean, "My 
heart became troubled, panic-sticken and fearful”. (See J. 
24) v.5 pg95). Translator 


He swore an oath on Allah besides Whom there is 
none worthy of worship that he indeed heard this 
Hadith from the Messenger of Allah phe y tle a wie just 
as Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas’ood «+ JW ai 2, had 
related it to me.” 

(8) In the above Hadith Hazrat Abdullah bin 
Mas’ood 44 Jlw ail vy, advised Hazrat Wabisah oi ws 
«s Ji to become the mat of his home. This has been 
narrated directly from the Holy Prophet ghee ale ail whe 
by Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari «+ jis a! ,5,. He states 
that the Holy Prophet -L-; «l- ai! J+ mentioned: 

EIEN Se cont lll ell lads” tad Seal ow 
ged iA y iM) po no Ug AECL IIIS ney Lene pty 1ST 
‘ys Ju G pb Lad SS ge oe We olly you ry 
(EVVY Code pill OES co ylo J om) “Syn wel 
“Before you there will be fitnahs like pieces of a 
dark night. During them, a person will be a believer in 
the morning and he will become a disbeliever in the 
evening; and he will be a believer in the evening and he 
will become a disbeliever in the morning. The person 
sitting in them will be better than the one standing, 
and the one standing will be better than the one 
walking, and the one walking will be better than the 
one running.” The Companions (RA) asked, “Then, what 
is your command for us?” He (L yee st) replied, 
“Become the mat of your homes.” 
(9) Hazrat Abu Zarr Ghifari «+ jis i! ,2, states: 


Spey ted ob 13 Uf a rpoley dele ait gio dil Jp S JU 
Se old tel 15) cal AT ad JU eh SU tdaey ail 
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ob abt yh te SE gh ede Dyer y bd OU Sane Sy ad CO VS 
"ho yin’ d Ju é ed” SU st dy eho” JU ayy 
be Ab at ght aly 13) Cal AS JU etary th OU 
cd ae cil nc ide” JU Spey bbl eG CU "ply 
BY agi Sj" JU Cite le anvly doe eT Ul ait Jp) 
ov” Su Ge Se Jeo op SU ake ph” JU ypb Wd ou 
SEY tps tery de chs HU ia glad Sige of Cte 
way pt UP pb Catt tle J Cath Su J ogi yl SU ably 
cad ddl! J eo Ss gt! Jd ob ail WIS 41d J! om) 
ct¥us 

“The Messenger of Allah sos als ai! ls said to me, 

“O Abu Zarr.” ! said, “I am at your service, O Messenger 
of Allah.” Then the Holy Prophet pl-y a a! bo 
mentioned something in which he also mentioned, 
“What will be your condition when death will spread so 
much amongst people that a grave will be attained in 
lieu of the price of a slave.” I said, “Allah and His 
Messenger know best,” or “What will Allah and his 
Messenger prefer for me?” He (L- gy ade an wy) replied, 
“Be steadfast on patience.” Then, he (- y ede i Le) 
addressed me again, “O Abu Zarr.” J said, “I am at your 
service, O Messenger of Allah.” He (p~» «1 Fe wl) 
mentioned, “What will be your condition when the area 
of Ahjar alzayt will be flooded in blood?” | said, “What 
will Allah and His Messenger prefer for me?” He ( a we 
eres 3 «e) replied, “Just attach yourself firmly to the 
family to which you belong.” I said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, shouldn't I take my sword and place it on my 
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shoulder?” He (Le 3 Mle au si) mentioned, “In that case 
you will become a party to the people (of Fitnah).” | said, 
“Then what is your command for me?” He ( «le ail wo 
nix) mentioned, “Cling to your home.” | said, “lf 
someone gets into my home?” He Gisy ale al uly) 
mentioned, “If you fear that you will not be able to 
tolerate the shine of the sword, then throw your 
garment over your face. He will return with the burden 
of his sin and your sin.” 
(10) Hazrat Abu Sa’eed Khudri «+ 4) ,» narrates 
that the Holy Prophet pL; ae <i! Lomentioned: 
Pat QB yy Std! iat Uh ans eb plead! Jr pe OH of Udy 
PA oe oh OLE GES seed! ares) alll ge aa py 
V4 Cad cra ope yt wl 
“The time is coming close when the best wealth of a 
Muslim will be goats behind which he will go to the 
peak of mountains and places of rain, whilst fleeing 
from the fitnahs whilst preserving his deen.” 
(11) Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari ce 4) 2, narrates 
that the Noble Prophet pile py tde ail uw mentioned whilst 
making mention of fitnah: 


Sgt Hh yrl ped ye hy oS sWi3h Ug tabby SF gd 1S” 
CO tb oem Cad Nie cae yl SU pat yl 1 Sy 
De ot tee HES cle St call Gtiyl gle tt sy 
(VY et Cade dit 

“In such fitnah, break your bows, and cut your 
bowstrings and cling to the bellies fie. midst. 


Translator] of your homes, and be like the son, 
(Haabeel), of Adam.” 
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(12) Hazrat Ma’gil bin Yasaar <+ 4! ,» narrates 
that the Holy Prophet -L-y «te 4! J -mentioned: 
dab ey a Oo els ars) “Sh 5 gS cA bolt" 
(YPN es Cyd> ‘tl of Soualt 
“The reward of (being engaged in) worship when 
bloodshed will be rife is like the reward of making 
Hirah (migrating) to me.” 
(13) Hazrat Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al ‘Aas 4! .,», 
le narrates that the Holy Prophet -Ly «le i) Jo 
mentioned: 
cpt We Sy Uy gb ad ott foe ale Of the yp Oe ny pS AS 
cme thay WiSa yitSy yA ghlely par yge Corp IF tll 
Me ope JU BUS OF 13! at Jp AS IE ante! 
yl Oy Sy ipSnole wt O pitty Oy SS iv Opediy 0b pw 
de di J ott Ob AM OST are op! ey) pS ye 
(vyaoyv 
“What will be your condition in a time that is about 
to come, in which people will be sifted well, and such 
people will remain who will be like husk. They will not 
be concerned regarding their covenants and trusts. 
They will differ and become chaotically muddled up 
with each other like this.” Mentioning this, the Holy 
Prophet »L-y < a! J» placed the fingers of one hand 
between the fingers of the other. The Companions 
asked, “What should we do, O messenger of Allah, 
when this happens?” The Holy Prophet pl-y «16 ail Le 
replied, “Practise upon the good that you see and leave 
the bad that you see and turn your attention towards 
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your own (reformation) and leave your masses (in their 
condition).” 

(14) Hazrat Muhammad bin Maslamah «+ Jl i we 
narrates that the Holy Prophet ole y Ade a - mentioned: 
tae hin GU WIS IS 19 Berty Dby Ld 0S it” 
de yh debt oy a ge tee db ote! ¢ abs > 4 ol 
> ded J CT Ol adh SES cael op! Cpe) "vd 

(Parvy 
"Fitnah will come and there will be disunity and 
differences. So when this happens, take your sword to 
(Mount) Uhud and smash your sword against it until it 
breaks, then sit in your home until an erroneous hand 
comes to you or death comes and puts an end to you.” 
(15) Hazrat Huzayfah bin Yamaan «+ JW aa we 
narrates that the Holy Prophet -lL-» «1 rf si mentioned: 
Spey cb Aged oid gt eblel oe cecgr ly! le deo” 
of OW odd egally poled dete ppb JU feud oF 3! 9} 
woh Gas OF Sy All Ss sls Jed SU cele Vy dete et 
ATs jest aoney Ud gle city Slt US E> Gps 
(VAL Cade copa 
“There will be some people who will be inviting 
towards the doors of Jahannam. Whoever will accept 
what they say, they will throw him into Jahannam.” I 
said, “O Messenger of Allah! Please describe them for 
us.” He ply ail vs replied, “They will be of our skin 
and will speak our language.” I said, “If such a time 
comes to me, what do your order me?” The Holy 
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Prophet hes ade ol ste replied, “Hold firmly on to the 
congregation of the Muslims and their Ameer (leader).” | 





said, “If they do not have a congregation or leader?” The 
Holy Prophet is s 4d a ws replied, “Then keep away 
from all those groups, even if you have to bite into the 
root of a tree until death comes to you in such a 
condition.” 
(16) Hazrat Miqdad bin Aswad «+ Jl at 2, 
mentioned: 
ch La OF Spl ely ade dat gle it pny cane ad ait al” 
BY RD ae oh tt OP AMIN ee oh alt OF nal Gx 
(EVV Sade Ai GET 13 gtd gl gee "Lat d pred lost 
“| swear by Allah that I heard’ the Messenger of 
Allah ps je a ~ mentioning, “Verily, fortunate is he 
who stayed away from fitnahs. Verily, fortunate is he 
who stayed away from fitnahs. Verily, fortunate is he 
who stayed away from fitnahs. And he who was tried 


(through the oppression of someone)” and then was 
patient, he is beyond any admiration. mee 


(17) Hazrat Ummu Malik Bahziyyah tye Ma i wd 
mentions: 

Bat Spey UU IE sd pls y ade at go at J py SD 
Sry My denny Wel 62 eee ders” J Med ptt pe 
GB Styl S cde St oly) “arb ipey yt A aD only deT 
Ne: JU 5 YVVY cade dell bo NOS AS ele be 
Ce oem Salm 

"The Messenger of Allah ole 5 “Me al wl made 


mention of a fitnah, and informed that it is soon to 
come. I asked, “Who will be the best person in that 


filnah?” He oles ate ail Je replied, “He who stays with 
his livestock (in other words, he stays away from 
fighting), and fulfils its right and worships his Lord; 
and he who holds the head of his horse and frightens 
the enemy and they frighten him.” (In other words, 
instead of aligning himself with a group in the civil 
strife between Muslims, he is involved in Jihad against 
non-Muslims.) 

(18) Hazrat Sa’eed bin Zaid Ash-hali «+ jlo al .», 
mentions that a sword was sent as a gift to Rasulullah 
ple ae di! Le from Najran. The Holy Prophet «le a) J. 
ile y gave this sword to Hazrat Muhammad bin 
Maslamah «+ Jls a! 2, and advised him thus: 

EF ptt pel it Geel calert 13h bt fees pty tale” 
Oly) dol dee yf debe Lt o> ile L> SS they Joa! 
AT lily SI wat) OU pS Str yy ang ty SSI Y iy! pial! 
CVU YA code pall Db fad & Ob ail 
“Engage in Jihad in the path of Allah with this 
(sword). Then when differences arise amongst the necks 
of people smash it against a stone, and then enter your 
home and become a (motionless) lying mat, until an 
erroneous hand comes to you (that intends to kill you 
unjustly) or death that will put an end to you comes to 
you.” 

Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbaas Lye Uw ol me) 

narrates this incident in the following words: 


SU SU ie ele oy dat gel aly ale it lo col u 
Gr APD cabal dy WL oni Cal IO yl be QS tl 
ot cot Pte as yf doth de U0 g> Gey J sally ply 
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Btnlall otyy peler y gle cht gle coll ye wits gle J Lind pao 

et MD fa el Ad ET Uy II eet) OW Sie yy 

qyrrr4 

“The Holy Prophet pln ye a ul gave Muhammad 

bin Maslamah a sword and said, “Fight the polytheists 

with this sword untl fighting with them continues. 

Then when you see that two swords are being used 

between Muslims, smash this sword until it becomes 

blunt, and sit in your home until death that will put an 

end to you, or an erroneous hand comes to you.” 

(19) The conqueror of Iran, Hazrat Khalid bin 
Arfatah «s Jw a vy“) narrates that the Holy Prophet ,l- 





pl» ale 4! mentioned: 

OF cabs! OP ety aby Site! sae See Ld} we 
aby iy pblly sipdty art oly, “dU fruit Y J galt GN Le 955 
Cet) Ud Whey dey Cath! p> yy tne tdy hy) on le 
CVV tm Rall S fads be ol pid AS cil y I 
“O Khalid! After me, there will be many calamities 
and fitnahs and there will be differences. So, if you are 
able to do so then you must become the servant of 

Allah who is killed, not the one who killed.” 

(20) Hazrat Abu Imran narrates his story: 


OF yd ely ce cot gar eVje cal By! ae od 
Ble sb SU Ol ol) cad Gla! Sub ptt SL! ogee co! 
ger ae Jd Ay eg opel of YY Ok ef! td 
Pye old J pellll 6 SD ole y dgle abt he ait Spey of OW 
JU arly dts SU ld ed tle be yu cd yid od! 
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eek SU JU ON Ue le ach pid ald pe” J td 
Lily SI gaty capcall Sley dieyy iylpbally art oly, "yin 
VTA Gal op OS Ld ob all OWS 
“I said to Hazrat Jundub «+ ji a i) , “I have 
pledged allegiance on the hands of these people, 
(meaning Hazrat Abdullah bin Zubayr bys JW at .»,) 
and they desire that I go with them to Sham to fight.” 
Hazrat Jundub «+ jw an ys, replied, “Abstain from it.” 
I said, “They do not agree (to my not going with them. 
Translator).” Hazrat Jundub «+ jis ait 2) said, “Then 
ransom yourself by your wealth.” | said, “They do not 
agree to anything but that | fight with them with the 
sword.” Hazrat Jundub «+ jis a! .», said, “So and so 
told me that the Messenger of Allah Ly a 41 Jo 
mentioned, “The one killed will bring his killer on the 
day of Qiyamah and will say (to Allah Jl): “O my Lord! 
Ask him why he killed me.” Shu’bah (who is the 
narrator of this Hadith) says, “I deem that he also 
mentioned, “Allah Jj will ask the killer, “For what 
reason did you kill him?” He will reply, “I killed him for 
the sake of the government of so and so.” Thereafter, 
Hazrat Jundub «+ Ji a 7) Mentioned, “Thus, abstain 

from this.” 

(21) Hazrat Abu Umamah «+ Js a! 2) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet ply «le ail wl» mentioned: 


Sarl Jue ald JB ane Ue dill Jed fry 6 a os 
Ao toby (sl pall ol yy abet d AUS ay gt Fale lingd ote! gl, 
Cot) tae Ady Oph y leds yy aryl ay lara! dot oy ul! 
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CVTTV SY cxebedl cles dee Ol pdt OLS cil y jt 

“Allah js did not make any such thing permissible 

during times of Fitnah that He made impermissible 

before. (Then), what happens to you that one of you 

comes to his brother and greets him with salaam and 
then he comes later on and kills him!.” 


The Conduct of the Noble 
Companions ,¢+ JW a! yw. during Civil Strife 


After the martyrdom of Hazrat Uthman Jl a! ,», 
as the fitnahs of civil strife between Muslims began. 
Those Sahaba to whom it became clear that a particular 
group is correct, sincerely aligned themselves with that 
group, whilst those who were not able to decide which 
group is on the right, kept away, as per the above 
teachings of the Holy Prophet pL; «le a we . Hacrat 
Adisah bint Uhban Jw abl yx yj mentions: 

Of gl J Sub ans x FI I} ole gi dE He Bl ct gle ole 
et Mis LEI Of ptt) alert 13! J) age thee only ghd 
Ba el SE Sd CSU tle ty oe Cot OY dt! sd 
oe Naw Yee ee et Nims dabene cy bet ye tl 
J slr & ot AI OST sede dt ny A oy a ee hae 
(VY OM Sade hell J te oe i SI 

“Hazrat Ali bin Abi Talib «+ Jus I 2, came to my 
father and called him. to come out and fight with him. 
My father said, “My bosom friend and your paternal 
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cousin (meaning the Holy Prophet pl+y ale ai uw ) had 

advised me that when differences amongst the people 

begin, I should make a sword of wood. Thus, ! have 

made that sword. If you wish, should I come with you 

with this sword?” Hearing this, Hazrat Ali «+ Jl a! 2, 

left hiin.” 

When Hazrat Ali «+ jis 3! 2, was busy in battle 

against the opposition, Hazrat Usamah bin Zaid a we 
Lge Js sent him the following message: 


bp te Sy cad tee OST Of Cae Ye Gas J OS" 
(VV V6 Cade Ri OST cos sled ares .0yf 


“Even if you were in the jaws of a lion, | would have 
desired that I be together with you in them, but as far 
as this (civil strife) is concerned, | do not deem it 
correct to (take part in it).” 

Hazrat Muhammad bin Seereen jw Bl an ) States: 
Bh cily oy fal oe abt frat oy Gf yy aad 
Oly Olas I tes nh ge Mul Yy JU Ie oo wd! tig 
Oly dUget Def uly cotate Lad DISS) ope cpl Bs Olity 
Bey Hy A tS catily I ent) ermal Slr y alle yy (4! plall 

CVYPYVA cpoledl eles 

“When Hazrat Sa’d «s+ Jw a v2. was told (during 
the civil strife between the Muslims), “Are you not 
fighting, whereas you are a member of the Shura, and 
you are more rightful to take part in this as compared 
with others?” he replied, “I will not fight until these 
people bring me a sword that has two eyes, a tongue 


and two lips; (and) which is able to recognise a believer 
apart from a disbeliever because | have engaged in 


66 
Jihad and understand what Jihad is.” 
The student of Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar JW I a 
gc, Hazrat Nafi’ jlo au «#, States: 


OL WD pS oot Lad J Orbe, orl ager bt poy pal ul 6 
Mab foley ae at gle pl rk pat cn! cily tyne pti 
At fie gt Vad gel po ple at ol gat Jub fe Fool wae 
AN Ty hd Sd ge WF SU dd OSS ge pa yl 
“ah pW) pill DySey dad OSS gr glitz Ol Oy 5 aly ed 
FS Ol aA dye pet OT ug bet! ary) 


(LOVE Sym “hd SY 5 et ph 
“Two people came to Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar 
Lipe Sis ot *» during the Fitnah that took place in the 
time of Hazrat Abdullah bin Zubair ups Jia ai) >, and 
said, “People are going to waste, and you are the son of 
Umar «« jw os vy, and a companion of the Holy 
Prophet pls 5 Me a se. What then is stopping you from 
coming out (and participating in the fighting)?” Hazrat 
Abdullah bin Umar igs Js s! .», mentioned, “The fact 
that Allah has declared the blood of my brother Haram 
is stopping me.” They said, “Hasn't Allah Ta’ala 
mentioned, “Fight them until fitnah does not remain”?” 
Hazrat ibn Umar (us Jw 4! ,»,) replied, “We have 
fought until fimah was no more and the deen was for 
Allah, and you wish to fight until fitnah is created and 
so that deen becomes for other than Allah.” 

Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar U4¢+ Jlv ai 2, lived 
through the eras of Hajjaj bin Yousuf and other rulers. 
During this period many civil works took place and 
people took up arms against the leaders. However, 





Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar Lys Jw a! +, steadfastly 
kept to his stance of not fighting against the ruler of the 
time. In fact, he did not even take part in any activity 
against Yazeed. He even warned his sons stating that 
whosoever of them took part in any fight against Yazeed 
will have nothing to do with him. His words were: 


cat py ail gor le Sor cule OF oe polit Iya lel Y yl" 
CIT Ye ted ul Vy dale Ser tol lel Y uly Stall J 

(VVVY Cade Aidt OLS egg dt oe) hat) oot nail! 

“I do not deem there to be any treachery worse 
than that allegiance is pledged in the name of Allah and 
His Messenger upon the hands of a person, and then 
war is waged against him. If | come to know regarding 
any one of you that he has revolted against him (Yazeed) 
or has pledged to revolt, then this will be a decisive 
factor (in severing relationships with him.)” 

During the period of civil war, Hazrat Salamah bin 
Akwa’ xe js ail .2, also left Madinah Munawwarah and 
moved to Rabzah, a suburb nearby. He then came back 
to Madinah just a few days before his demise. a +) 
(VAY cyte dal 9 ell oh ctl SIS es led 

Furthermore, Hazrat Hameed bin Hilal ¢ , mentions: 

Adl o6 slat wot Dl ot ah Cem ot Ol ee JU Aad! cota 
JU GWT ty ged jyedl Gy} JU deal oe gga ules J! 
9ST OY dhly ene Ol pee Carcty JE Age egily ge pgahld 
re ae AE Ser nly J clam pl f opel Loe tae 
hy) camsel pl cllarl gens niall tol gost of St ool gbel 

CVYPVY Uy Dt ant) copecall Slr y Slr yy jy! plalt 


“When the fire of civil war began to rage, Hazrat 
Imran bin Husayn «+ JW a wv. instructed Hazrat 
Hujayr bin Rabee’ Adawi thus: “Go and stop your 
people from taking part in the Fitnah.” He replied, 
“They point fingers at me and do not listen to me.” 
Hazrat Imran bin Husayn said, “Then convey this 
message to them from my side and stop them.” Hameed 
bin Hilal states, “I heard Hazrat Imran bin Husayn 
swearing by Allah saying, “I prefer to be a black slave 
tending to goats on the peak of a mountain until death 
comes to me, over that I shoot an arrow at any one of 
two fighting Saffs (rows), irrespective of whether I miss 
or hit the target.” 

Zaid bin Wahb -, mentions an incident of Hazrat 
Huzayfah bin Yaman « jls 4! (2): The people were 
angry at some matters of the ruler of the time. A person 
came to Hazrat Huzahfah «+ Jw 4) ,», and said, “Why 
don't you enjoin good and forbid evil?” Hazrat Huzayfah 
understood that he is alluding to the fact that the 
people should revolt against the ruler upon which he 
mentioned: 

HD LN oe ody cb SN 3 gpl Oy al 4 of" 
PVE Nh dee eee tS) Dal le CH 
GAVE Code TYE Us Or ily wats NITY Cute Vo) 

68 DY ad le gel Jy Oke cpl ay WE ot Gem day 

“Verily enjoining good and forbidding evil is a good 
trait. However, this is not a Sunnah that you take up 
arms against your Ameer.” 

It has been narrated regarding our pious 
predecessors that on the basis of these Ahadith and 


Aathar (i.e. Traditions) they refrained from armed 
struggle against even the worst of rulers. During the era 
of Hazrat Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal « ai in, the 
Mu'tazilah had taken to power. They would ruthlessly 
torture those who did not subscribe to their beliefs. To 
the extent that even Imam Ahmad «lk i! ax, was 
imprisoned for twenty eight months during which he 
was whipped so mercilessly that his body became 
covered in blood and as a result of this torture he 
remained ill for a long period of time even after being 
released. Witnessing this tyranny and oppression 
against the people in an effort to spread totally baseless 
and false beliefs, some scholars of Baghdad approached 
Imam Ahmad ale dl in » too, and suggested that they 
should revolt against the present government. Imam 
Ahmad 4 di ia, regarded these beliefs to be nothing 
but deviant. In fact he regarded such beliefs to be 
bordering Kufr (disbelief) and he used to repeat the 
Salahs that were performed behind the Ameer who 
subscribed to such beliefs. Despite this, he refused to 
accept this suggestion and did not tolerate civil war. 
Hafiz Shamsuddin Zahabi <l i! i», narrates this 
incident in these words: 


nak! pa pall pty Ody de wl Jy der JU 
Lo gb art at Sy) peccall Ob go Gy Ssh, oUt, 
Pl sedl UW aylnoly afta ul cy art dt lly att yo gb 
ab om ddy OT al Gl 21 dad © gbly oy fal de 
dpe dl ns yl OS at pl uy Phe Gl ony otal wy (bu! 
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ghar Daly Upland) daa FJ pty Gory 13] Daal! dey dna! 
AB YN tebe Sy dt ne gt St cle y Ul dg QU oe wile 
ge aly ajo gl sx! Vy yd Nba oe Sl gle abt ty elltty LD 
Y ppd Sy IS OTD NS Y Olga pela cnadall poly of 
NV Gg sell p Hel pny et bUy US oy egaiad Wl gry 
(Bhs St nes fo be Star ab ary Jem oy AP! PLY Aa YAY 
“(The paternal cousin of Imam Ahmad), Hazrat 
Hanbal Lye ot un » Narrates that after Imam Ahmad cy 
had recovered from the torture of the whipping, he 
used to attend the Jumuah and congregational prayers, 
narrate Ahadith and issue fatwa until Mu'tasim died 
and his son Wathiq became the ruler. (Then) he 
(Waathiq) openly declared his inclination towards 
Ahmad bin Abi Dawud (the leader of the Mu'tazilah) 
and his associates and tortured the people. When the 
matter worsened much and the Qazis (judges) also 
began issuing verdicts of torture (against the Ahlus 
Sunnah} with regards to the issue of old! jl (the 
Quran being a creation) and Fazl Anmati and Abu Salih 
were separated from their wives (as they were declared 
to be disbelievers), mam Ahmad would although attend 
the Jumu’ah prayers to attain its virtue, but would 
repeat the Salah that he performed behind people 
subscribing to such deviant beliefs. On this occasion 
some people came to Imam Ahmad 4 4 i+, and said, 
“This misguidance has spread too much, and it has 
gone beyond bounds. We fear that the government will 
spread even more misguidance. They also mentioned 
that Ibn Abi Dawud has decided to give an order to the 
teachers in the Makatib [i.e. institutes of early 
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elementary education. Translator] to teach the children 
such (deviant) beliefs regarding the Quran. Thus, now 
we are not happy with the rule of the present 
government (and wish to revolt against it with arms.)” 
But Hazrat Imam Ahmad 4 I in, stopped them and 
debated with them regarding this.” 

Qazi Abu Yala js 4! «*, has narrated this incident 





in the following words: 
wr) BI ne yl Solty alg wast cosh Ay J > JU 
OT A BAT gb! O pay Lady gba wb pal tie 1 y (ar! pry! 
8 Sy Sle” Jd thle Yy aby gos LI uf J Syl 
PSH) ald Leas byes Vy et yo bay Nya Vy eS phi 
(TY oe lw GY Stet 
“Hanbal «le 4! ix, mentions that the jurists of 
Baghdad came together to Imam Ahmad «le ol un » and 
said that this matter - of coercing people to announce 
the belief of 214) 51+ - has spread and gone beyond 
bounds. We have come to seek your advice regarding 
the fact that we are not pleased with the government of 
this Caliph and his being the Ameer. Upon this, Imam 
Ahmad «le at un » mentioned, “You should regard what 
you have in your hearts as evil, and do not pull a hand 
away from accepting the government and do not create 
dissension amongst the Muslims.” 
Hafiz Ibn Hajr «le 4) i», writes whilst making 
mention of Hazrat Hasan bin Salih «le it aa,: 


SE det TIPS 2 OT gu deli sy [PE Le oy ot] 
Wd Ss gle lt jet SS eth ALU Cals tay ght dail 
WP pby Cat cal ddyy od day gid ace 5! J) (yaad oy!) 
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dnt! Sy uly aol leo ed US we edly... ed of Une 
PUT AY) rma Vy eed le hay Y of WS af) Ur yb 
plat ggb DAH ot pall GIT O}y cdl yo ay ploy Le gd peodlt 
(LS on oe! BJ TAA ote weds Geddy get 
“Hasan bin Salih «J 4! is, used to regard armed 
revolt against oppressive rulers to be permissible. This 
is an old view of the predecessors. However, later the 
Ummah settled on the view that this should not be 
done. This is because the scholars of the Ummah have 
witnessed that armed revolt becomes a means of even 
worse conditions. Thus, there is much to learn from the 
incidents of Harrah and those of Ibn al Ash'ath, for he 
who pounders. Even Hazrat Hasan Bin Salih lb i! in, 
did not revolt against anyone despite (his regarding it to 
be permissible.)” 
The very same Hafiz ibn Hajr «lk Bl an » Mentions 
whilst explaining the Hadith number five that has 
passed under the heading, “Conduct with rulers”: 


pS oth wt coe! SJ J ine Cath Jd jy ol! Ju 
ans sMgely cltcd tL Si dete yy gle lpia al by «sb 
Sats lat lm ye US JU ale oy bl yo ye wolb oly 
YE US ype Np Jy codetny UL apd y phlile egemm y elf 
et be Wd J ace i yF WD irs pall ASH! Otel yo aby 134 
Uggle ab ol aale 

“Allamah ibn Battaal mentions that thie Hadith 
provides proof for the fact that armed revolt should not 


be initiated against the Sultan (ruler) even though he is 
oppressive. The Jurists are unanimous on the fact that 
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it is necessary to obey (in permissible matters) even a 
ruler who has seized control forcefully and that to 
engage In jihad with such a ruler is also regarded valid 
in the Shariah, and that obeying him is better that 
revolting with arms against him, because it is in this 
way that bloodshed is refrained from and calamities are 
prevented. The proof of the jurists is this very Hadith 
and those Ahadith which support this. The Jurists 
have not excluded any circumstance from this ruling 
except that of when manifest disbelief is committed by 
the Sultan. Then his obedience in it is not permissible. 
Rather, it is necessary upon those who have the ability 
to engage in jihad against him.” 

Those jurists who have mentioned that if some 
people rebel against an oppressive ruler, then if the 
oppression is manifest they should be assisted and if 
the truth is not clear, neither should the ruler be 
assisted and nor should these people be helped, ( «jt#! 2, 
Y10 sV 18 4 te slat! Ob), do not refer to revolting to topple 
the government, but rather what is meant is defending 
the people against oppression. (\¥\ 2 o¢ ylall st44}). 
Hakeemul Ummah, Hazrat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thaanwi 
* 5 has discussed, in detail, the circumstances in 
which it is permissible to revolt against the government 
and those in which it is not. I have mentioned the 
summary of his discussion in Takmilah Fath al Mulhim. 
The crux of it is that, even in circunmistances of manifest 
disbelief, when armed struggle is permissible, it is a 
condition that there should not be the danger of the 
Muslims having to face worse conditions as a result of 
such revolt. (For details refer to WAS WV VY oe og cs shall atl 
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eeeyt Se 0 PIN Spe” Olga ceyath Gly &) Then the 
condition that the people should unanimously agree to 
the leadership of a person who really is worthy of 
leadership from a Shari’ perspective, goes without 
saying. 

The study of history reveals that whenever an 
armed revolt was initiated against a person in authority, 
the consequences of the same did not prove to be good 
for the Muslims. Rather, as a result, the Ummah had to 
face even worse circumstances. Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah 
ate <i! un, mentions: 


PN gp aad gle al pe ITY! StL 53 py le ce ow By 
ATS Reel tein gle Mer AWS dt op yy UL eeltel 
CP FA allt HIS y St wl Ul ee he oe gil Gall 
wee o> sll Bye Cote oles IT) LIK ay! le 
Steals Fpadty Ryall ppd de yr st oli y cual Luts 
wt Syje Falla OF Uty tylas Of Ul eV ye Uy pe 
Np Ul AS ole Uy gle oy ail Le OP dle ph OSU 
hy Sa onty HAH fal uly cy padt dar yf ad LEIS, 
Sa aaty Lia Npbel Vy Lao tystl W cehlonol p phy ye sad lel 
JEW IT Ny chill CHS Vy cyl CH ay LasY pl whY 
ted IS HAY al WAS y.. det bal oy cndelt dhl abe oo LUIS 
OWS 5. Sas opt bree! WIT y gle lly pla fal op 
his Mp Wal Gide CUA Ol Spe sped dt 
AyD Syd Ss dt op € pal y US Iy Sle Sy oe Kesl 
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yl prasl Ib 1 GO as by mts Wises cohdadly avid 
ll cf tet dre Cyt W Led J Jud Sy gle dt fal 
Dy ply allie J te dy SL 1y,Loy plans dele Sat ait gh 
DVT oe Ve deg Led lg) LI pyr le pally 
(Pus dytbt LSU ab o£ 
“Whosoever has revolted against any (Muslim) ruler, 
the evil that came out of his action was much more 
than the good that was created. Take as an example 
those who revolted against Yazeed in Madinah 
Munavwwarah, and Ibn al Ash’ath who revolted against 
Abdu! Malik in Iraq, and Ibn al Muhallab who revolted 
against his father in Khurasan, and Abu Muslim who 
also revolted in Khurasan against the leaders, and 
those who revolted against Mansoor in Madinah 


Munawwarah and Basrah, and other people like them. 
The end result of such people is that either they are 





suppressed and defeated, and if they do overpower (the 
oppressive ruler}, their government terminates after a 
very short period of time and the end result does not go 
in their favour. Thus, Abdullah bin Ali and Abu Muslim 
killed many people, and then both were killed by Abu 
Ja'far Mansoor. And as far as the people of Harrah, Ibn 
al Ash’ath and Ibn al Muhallab are concerned, they 
together with their companions were defeated. They 
were thus neither able to establish the Deen and nor 
able to maintain the Dunya (i.e. worldly benefits. 
Translator). Allah Ta’ala does not command any such 
action in which there is neither good for the deen and 
nor the dunya, notwithstanding that those who are 
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doing such an action are Allah’s pious servants and 
people of Paradise....This is the condition of the people 
of Harrah. They were many people of knowledge and 
pious people amongst them. Even in the companions of 
Ibn al Ash’ath was a great number of knowledgeable 
and pious people....Hazrat Hasan Basri 4/+ <i a=, used 
to mention, “Hajjaj bin Yusuf is the punishment of 
Allah. So do not try to prevent Allah's punishment with 
your hands. Rather, you should humbly beseech Allah, 
as Allah Ta’ala has mentioned, 
[V9 ope phi ho oipa8 By gry (ASE Ud aly bulls aly 
(translation: “We have already seized them with 
punishment. but they did not turn humble to their 
Lord. nor do thev supplicate in humility.”) This is the 
reason why Uae view uf the Ahlus Sunnah has settled 
on the fact that fighung should not be engaged in 
during fitnah because this is what the Sahih and 
established Ahadith of Rasulullah ply «le a! le 
demand. The Ahlus Sunnah mention this amongst 
their beliefs and enjoin being patient upon the 
oppression of the rulers and not revolting against them 
with arms.” 
Whilst discussing this matter in much detail, 
Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah «le i! ix, goes on to mention: 


pe) op pee y tele at glo gl ay pal be Ol ing UE AIS tas” 
ata) yell! abl ya wgele cy Ply AMS Spy LY pyr le 
ded fat J teat yf tence AUS Me oy Oly otally stall J 
1 yt ph gle poles Ae abt sho gl gil Nby ated fy Ce 
wnat ye cca ond ce 4 al cele des Nhe gi! 0} 
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(PVE OY ce yd Lt cys) 
“All these incidents prove that the command of 





being patient upon the oppression of oppressive rulers 
and not taking up arms against them that the Noble 
Prophet ple ye al ut had given is definitely better for 
the Dunya and Aakhirah (Hereafter) of the servants (of 
Allah), and (they prove) that whoever intentionally or 
mistakenly went against this command, no rectification 
was realised with his action; rather, his action caused 
harm. This is why the Noble Prophet pl-y ale i) Je 
praised Hazrat Hasan «+ Jw an .~*, thus, “This son of 
mine is a leader, and Allah will reconcile between two 
great factions of Muslims through him.” 
Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah «le 4) ix, goes on to 
mention: 


F ctely Dy ply 9) ona pads Of Oy y WA opel OF oly 
AP phy Comb ly die gle erbabl paley BRU yr pl StI 
dr gh Vda gle aclij] jbo ae Sil pee WS Jp J 131 oS 
CUS Trias cs pbtel nis Sic SY} Hy pli fas J ily 1S 
am Ql Way it Sea ay Sl Na i Dy pall ws rat os Dy pall 
Oph y tele UU gm Ua jal de ai Jr ct b! ole 
(PIV FIN ot CT Megat edt & ges) -Cfetebenll spo 

“Even though those carrying out an armed revolt 
regard their purpose to be enjoining good and 
forbidding evil -- for example, this was the very purpose 
of those who revolted against Yazeed and Hajjaj in 


Harrah and Dir al Jamaajim—however if any evil 
cannot be terminated except by something which is 
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even worse, then terminating this evil in such a 
manner, itself becomes bad. And if any good cannot be 
attained except through some evil whose harms are 
more than the benefits of the good, then attaining this 
good in this manner, itself becomes evil. This is how 
the Khawarij regarded taking up the sword against the 
people of the Qiblah as permissible, to the extent that 
they fought with arms against Hazrat Ali <» Jls a >, 
and other Muslims.” 
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